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PREFACE 


nx noble and very ingenious 

1 Author of the two following 
- Diſcourſes, in whom, as the Monthly + 
Reviewers obſerve a, the Philoſopher 
and the Politician are happily united, 
Is well known all over Europe fot his 
great abilities as a miniſter of ſtate, 
"His attachment to the intereſts of his 
country, and his extenſive learning and 
knowledge as a ſcholar. As a member 
of the Royal Academy at Berlin, the 
Baron DE HERTZBE NO has, for ſeveral 
e Mendiy Review, vol. L XXIII. p. 5866. 
8 year 


1 


f years paſt, adopted the cuſtom of reads 


ing, on the birth-day of his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, a diſcourſe before the acade- 
micians, concerning political ſubjects, 
particularly ſuch as relate to the Pruſ- 


ſian dominions. They are all intereſt- 
ing; and theſe two, which are nere 


tranſlated into the Engliſh language, 
will convey to the Engliſh reader much 


curious information concerning the ſtate 
of Pruſſia. They are highly worthy 
the attention of our ſtateſmen and po- 
liticians, who may derive from them 


many uſeful hints relative to the means 


by which the population, manufactures, 


commerce, and proſperity of a nation 
may be promoted. Theſe two Diſ- 
courſes alſo afford the moſt ſatisfactory 


evidence of the ſucceſsful efforts of the 


great Frederick, in the evening of -his 
life, to promote the proſperity of his 
kingdom, and to ſecure the benefits 


1 < 


that 


N N | — 


|; 


. vil. J 
that he has procured for His fubjedts, ; 
They alſo evince the public ſpirit, and 
extenſive political information, of the 
able Miniſter, who, in theſe productions, 

has erected ſo laſting a monument to 
the honour of his royal Maſter.” Many 
of thoſe who peruſe theſe two Diſ- 
courſes with attention, will probably 
? join in the ſame opinion concerning 
both of ther, which has already been 
exprefled concerning the firſt of them, 
by the ingenious critics before referred 
d, on its appearance in the French 
language, in the following terms : 
The peruſal of this little piece hath 
* afforded us that high pleaſure, which 
reſults from contemplating a great 
character, attentive to the intereſts of 
humanity. As a hero and a ſtateſ- 
man, the Pruſſian monarch has long 
been the obj ect of our admiration. 
1 He is Hſe: exhibited in a point of 


” 


* N * 


* 


8 view, 


m } 


view not * d but much more 
0 amiable,—as. the true father of his 
e ſubjects, promoting, with 4 muni- 
* ficence worthy of royalty, the com- 
* fart and happineſs of thoſe claſſes, 
s. which, though generally deemed the 
« loweſt in rank, are perhaps the moſt 
 # uſeful and valuable to ſociety s. 
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+ Monthly Review, ut ſupra, 
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DELIVERED AT A 


Public Meeting of the Academy of SciENCEs and 
| BELLIES LETTRES at BERIINx, Jan. 27, 1785, 


ON THE CELEBRATION OF 


His PRUSSIAN MAJESTY Brxru-Dar, 
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DISCOURSE, &. 


\URING five ſucceſſive years, in the 
public meetings which have been an- 
nually holden by the Academy, in order to' 
celebrate the birth-day of the King its 


n which I have endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
ſome points of hiſtory and polities, which 
particularly concern Germany and Ruſſia; 
d in which I have been ſolicitous at the 
ame time to make known to foreigners, ſome 
pf thoſe extraordinary benefits which the 


ive ſome pleaſure to the Academy, and to 


unicating to-day, with the ſame view, in- 
ormation of what has been done by the King 


ff the preceding year; and by adding ſome 


5 2a ſtates 


ounder,, I have delivered ſhort diſcourſes, 


King is every year liberally conferring on 
is ſubjects. And I imagined, that I might 


he intelligent part of the public, in com- 


or the benefit of his ſubjects in the courſe - 


bſervations, as well upon the population of 


tereſting works of Petty, Davenant, Hume 


4.3 
ſtates in general, as in particular upon the 
means which the King hath employed, in 
order to increaſe the population of his do. 
minions to a very extraordinary degree. 


The principal nations of Europe have pro- 
duced works, more or leſs excellent, upon 


the ſubject of population. In France, ver, 


celebrated men have written upon it; ſuc} 
as Vauban, Boulainvilliers, Deſparcieux, 
Monteſquieu, Mirabeau, Expilly, and Miel 
ſence ; and laſtly, Mr. Moheau, in his Re 
cherches ſur la Population de la France; ti 
which may be added the very ample article 
concerning population in the Encyclopedie 
and in the Dictronaire univerſel. England 
has alſo, upon the ſame ſubject, the very in 


&c. Mr. Wargentin has publiſhed ſom 
good obſervations relative to the populatio 
of Sweden; but Germany has produced upoi 
this ſubject a very claſſical work, and ſupe 
rior to all the others, namely, that of thi 
late Mr. Süſſmilch, a member of this aca 
demy, and which was publiſhed under th 
following title: The divine Order in the po 
pulation and in the revolutions of the huma 
race, In this work he his collected toge 


ther 


q 
i 
| 


the 
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1 
ther, with as much judgment as erudition, 
almoſt every thing which can be ſaid upon 
the ſubject of population; giving the juſteſt 
rules, and the moſt accurate modes of cal- 
culation, for eſtimating the population of 
nations; ſhewing the beſt means of advanc- 
ing population, and of removing the obſta - 
cles to it ; and making it apparent, that the 
(Chriſtian religion is not unfavourable to 
population, and that providence hath eſta- 


' bliſhed an admirable order for the conti- 


nuance of the human race, by a certain pro- 
portion of births, of deaths, and of marriages, 
which is nearly equal throughout the world. 
He has particularly endeavoured to illuſtrats 
and eſtabliſh. his principles, by applying 


them to the population of the Pruſſian do- 


minions, by exact liſts, but which go no 
farther than to the year 1756. I have not 


had ſufficient leiſure to read all: theſe works, 


and it is not my deſign to enter very pro- 
foundly into the ſubject of population. I 
ſhall confine myſelf to ſome obſervations 
upon the population of the Pruſſian domi- 


| nions, and to making the application of 


ſome general principles, by the happy ex- 
perience that we have had under the govern= 
ment of our great King. 


B 3 It 
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tacks and the enterpriges of its neighbours. 


+ 1 
It is at preſent pretty generally agreed, 
that the great population of a ſtate forms 


the Principal baſis. of its happineſs, and 


eſpecially of its power, when a wiſe go- 
vernment knows how to derive its advantage 
from it, by procuring the neceſſary employ- 
ment and ſubſiſtence for its ſubjects. When 
this is the caſe, a ſtate can never be over- 


| charged with inhabitants, nor have. any oc- 


caſion to ſeek for means to retard, or to 
diminiſh its population; as was formerly 
done by the Greeks and Romans, by ſend- 
ing out colonies, and by the expoſing. of 
infants. This is faid to be Kill dene in 
China; but I doubt the fact; and, if it be 


true, it is only an additional argument 


againſt the goodneſs of the Chineſe govern- 
ment, upon which have been laviſhed ſo 
many unmerited encomiums. The greater 


number of individuals there are, Who jointly 


endeavour, by a well- directed induſtry, to 
promote the proſperity of the ſociety in 
which they live, the more numerous à na- 
tion is in proportion to the ſurface that it 


occupies, and the more means it has of in- 


creaſing the ſum of general happineſs, and 
eſpecially of defending itſelf againſt the at- 


It 


3 „ „ 
1 is a queſtion which has been long agi= 
tated among the learned, whether the world 
is now more or leſs populous than it was 
in antient times? Monteſquieu maintains, 
in his Eſprit des Loix, and in his Lerrres 
Perſannes, that the earth hath loſt half its 
population, and that this depopulation is 
continually on the increaſe. The eelebrated 
Hume hath proved, on the contrary, in his 
Eſſays, againſt the aſſertions of Monteſquieu, 
and the arbitrary calculations of Valace, that 
the antient governments were unfavourable 
to population, by the nature and number 
of their deſttuctive wars, and alſo in conſe- 
quence of the great numbers ihat were kept 
by them in a ſtate of ſlavery. It appears to 
me, that they all carry the matter too far, 
and that there are exaggerations on both 
fides. I cannot believe, with Herodotus 
and Diodorus Siculus, that Ninus, and Se- 
miramis, as well as Xerxes, and the antient 
kings of Egypt, led into the field millions 
of combatants againſt their enemies, and who 
are ſuppoſed to have been equally numerous; 
No perſon ever took an exact account of 
their numbers; and it was impoſitble- that 
fuch vaſt armies. could have advanced, and 
found ſubſiſtence, Homer, therefore, whoſe 
B 4 account 
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| account is more reaſonable and credible, 


hath' made the number of thoſe: who went 
to the ſiege of Troy, amount to no more 
than 108, ooo. It may, however, be ad- 
mitted, that the antient republics of Greece, 
and of Sicily, thoſe of Rome, and of Car- 
thage, ſome time after their eſtabliſhment, 
in their earlieſt and moſt uncorrupted ſtate, 
had made a progreſs in population, which 
now appears aſtoniſhing. Of the truth of 
this We can make no doubt, when we read 
the accounts of the Roman cenſus. Romus 
lus at firſt had only 3000 infantry ; but 37 
years afterwards he had 46,000. In the 
reign of Servius Tullius, Rome had 80,000 
enrolled citizens; and in the fifth century 
from the building of that city, when war 
was carried on againſt the Samnites, it was 
computed that there were 292, ooo citizens, 


rapable of bearing arms. Of this vaſt in- 


creaſe, in a territory which did not exceed 
thirty German miles, the principal cauſes 
certainly were the purity of their manners, 
the fidelity and the fruitfulneſs of their mar- 
triages, and eſpecially the narrow limits of 
thoſe lands and poſſeſſions which each citi- 


zen individually cultivated. In an age, in 


which a conſul and dictator tilled his own 
_ | = DH | land ; 


. 
5 
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13 
land; in which a Manlius Curius, when, 
after his victories and his triumphs the ſe- 
nate and people would have given him 500 
jugera, replied, that he muſt be conſi- 
* dered as a bad citizen, whom ſeven jugera 
“ would not ſatisfy ;” in a government in 
which two, afterwards four, and at laſt 
ſeven jugera, (which make hardly nine ar- 
pens, or German acres) conſtituted the re- 
gular allotment of every Roman citizen; in 
which five centuries paſſed, before they ſaw 
a fingle inſtance of a citizen demanding a 
divorce, and that on the account of barren- 
neſs; at ſuch a period it was poſſible, that 


a large nation might ſubſiſt, and increaſe in 


population, in a manner equally n 
Dal a ſmall territory. 


We L believe that the fame ſtate of things 


ſubſiſted among thoſe antient German na- 
tions, who afterwards conquered and de- 
ſtroyed the Roman empire. I do not be- 
lieve, that they marched into the Roman 
provinces that multitude of men which the 


Roman writers, ſeduced either by their ima- 


gination or their fears, have pretended; but 
I am perſuaded, that their population was 
very great, and much ſuperior to what we 
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1 201 
art! at preſent in their antient places of 
abode. Of this ſufficient evidence is afs 
forded by the names only of the Vandals, the 
Goths, the Longobards, the Burgundians, 
the Rugii, the Heruli, and the Angles, 
who from the time of Tacitus, Pliny, and 
Strabo, and according to their relations, 
lived together in that very moderate extent 
of country, which is fituated between the 
Elbe and the Viſtula; as I have proved by 
undoubted authorities, in the firſt diſcourſe 


which I addreſſed to this academy. It would 


hardly now be credited, that nations fo nu- 
merous could have ſubſiſted in ſo narrow a 
territory, 10 little fertile, and fo little cul- 
tivated; becauſe it is imagined, that the 
antient Germans lived only by hunting, and 
by their cattle, and that there was no agri- 
culture among them. But the ideas form- 


ed reſpecting the latter point are erroneous. 


Tacitus ſays, De Moribus German. ch. v. 
Terra ſatis ferax ; & ch. xxvi. Agri pro 
numero cultorum ab univerſis per vices occu- 
pantur, quos mox inter ſe juxta dignatianem 
partiuntur: ¶ facilitatem partiendi camporum 
ſpatia pramant. Arva per annos mutant, 


& e ola terre ſeges imperatur. 
The 


* 


f 48 ] 
The Germans, therefore, cultivated theit 
lands, like other nations, and almoſt in the 
manner that they do at preſent, letting a 
part of it lay fallow, and undoubtedly in 
ſmall portions. Being without luxury they 
had few wants; they were temperate, chaſte, 
and prolific, according to the teſtimony of 
Tacitus, and of all the Roman writers their 
contemporaries. They might then uns 
doubtedly ſubſiſt, and their population ra- 
pidly increaſe, in the north of Germany: 
IF this reaſoning be not ſufficient to eſtabligh 
the great population of the antient German 
nations, it may be proved by: inconteſtable 
facts, and eſpecially by the conqueſt of Italy, 
Gaul, Spain, Aftica, and Great Britain, 


Theſe conqueſis were undoubtedly made by 


nations from! the north of Germany; and ĩt 
is not to be ſuppoſed, that they: could have 
been effected by petty nations, nn 
* of e 118 „ 10 wing) 
4 ba 

The esprit of is 2 antient whoald 
in point of population, to that of our time, 
although leſs than the Baron de Monteſquieu 
ſuppoſes, appears to me to be ſufficientiy 
proved. by the arguments that I have pro- 
_ But the population of; the world 

If 4 has 


( 12 ] 
has been much leſſened by the deſtructive 
wars of all the antient nations, by their bad 
governments, and their total want of police; 
and, in the middle ages, by the cruſades, by 
famines, and by the plagues, which ſo fre- 
quently happened. Of theſe, one, which 
they called the biacꝶ death, in the middle 
of the fourteenth century, nearly carried off 


half the inhabitants of Europe. Population 


was alſo diminiſhed by religious wars, by 
the celibacy of prieſts, and in Germany chiefſy 


by the devaſtation of that war which ſub. 


ſiſted thirty years. This war particularly 


depopulated the electorate of Brandenburgh, 


Pomerania, and Sileſia; ſo that after the 
peace of Weſtphalia the greater part of the 
villages were totally deſerted. Above an 
hundred villages, which exiſted in the time 


of the Emperor Charles IV. Elector of 


Brandenburgh, (according to the authentic 
Cadaſtre of that prince, of the year 1375, 
which J have publiſhed, p. 369.) are now 
no longer to be found. When we travel 
into our provinces, we often find in the 
woods, and in the meadows, veſtiges of an- 
tient deſerted fields, of which their ſurfaccs 


ſufficiently ſhew, by their furrows and their 


"Oo" that they have 3 been culti- 
vated. 
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vated. Such ans have been found even 
near Berlin, in a great plain before the gate 
of Cottbus, and which is now meadow 
, ground. . 


It required four reigns, wiſe and active as 
thoſe of the elector Frederick- William, ſur- 
named the Great, and the Kings Frederick I. 
Frederick - William, and Frederick II. to 
re-eſtabliſh the population of the Pruſſian 
dominions, and to extend it ſtill farther, 
I ſhall not enter into a particular: account 
of what was done with this view by theſe 


princes, nor of the ſucceſs with which their 


endeavours for that purpoſe were attended. 
I ſhall only ſay, in general, that the great 


Elector, beſides re-eſtabliſhing agriculture 
throughout almoſt all his dominions, and re- 


building the ruined towns and villages, alſo 
increaſed the number of his ſubjects, by afford- 
ing an aſylum to 12,000 French refugees, 


whom Lewis XIV. had driven from France 
on account of religion, and of which the num 


ber was afterwards augmented to 20, ooo *. 
King Frederick I. received into his territories 
a conſiderable number of the ſubjects of the 
Palatinate, who had been driven from their 


# Ved. Les Memoires du Refuge, Tom. I. p. 35, &c. 
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country by religious perſecùtion; and King 
Frederick - William gave an aſylum to 12, ooo 


Saltzburghers, who had been baniſhed by a 
bigotted archbiſhop, and alſo to a great num» 
ber of emigrants from the Palatinate and 


Moravia ; and with theſe virtuous and in- | 


duſtrious families, he re-peopled the pro- 
vince of Pruſſian Lithuania, which had been 
entirely depopulated, by the dreadful peſti- 
oe in the 22 4825 * and 175 


Ie was reſerves for the great Kings of 


whoſe birth-day we now celebrate the 74th 
anniverſary, not only to re-eſtabliſh and to 
double, in ſpite of his long and bloody wars, 


the population of his antient hereditary do- 


minions, but alſo to increaſe it three-fold 
by provinces newly acquired, , 


1 ſhall now enter into ſome particular de- 
tails, relative to the means which the King 


hath employed, for increaſing the happineſs 


and the population of his * 


* 


4 Agriculture being the ſureſt means of 
increaſing population, becauſe it furniſhes 
the moſt immediate and neceſſary ſubſiſtence 
to the inhabitants of a * the King 
55 
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has not only, in the courſe of his reign, res 
built the villages and farms which had fallen 
into decay; but has cauſed new ones to be 

erected, eſpecially 'in the neighbourhood of 
rivers, The greateſt part of theſe rivers 
having formerly overflowed their banks; and 


overwhelmed much fertile ground, be has 
found means to - confine them within their 
proper bounds; and, by thus preventing 
inundations, ke has recovered many acres of 
excellent arable and paſture land, which he 
gives to foreign ſettlers, on condition that 
they ſhould build and ſtock their farms; 
and, to encourage them to do this, he grants 
them, for a number of years, an exemption 
from taxes, and military ſervice. This has 
been particularly done along the banks of 
the rivers Netz and Warthe, from Drieſen 
to Cuſtrin, by which 120,000 acres have 
been recovered from the encroachments of 
thoſe rivers, and in. which 3000 families 
have obtained ſettlements; on the banks of 
the Oder, from Cuſtrin to Qderberg ; along 
the Havel and the Elbe, round the great 
lake of Madue in Pomerania, and in the 
marſh of Fiener in the province of Magde- 
bourg ; and alſo in the environs of Potſdam, 
and ina great number of other places through- 
. out 


[ 16 


out the provinces, the enumeration of which 
would require a volume. He is now ac- 
tually engaged in drying up and clearing the 
| marſh of Dromling, an inacceſſible diſtrict 
in the Old March; and when this is effect- 
ed, it is computed, there will be recovered 
120, ooo acres of arable and paſture land. 
For theſe different undertakings and im- 
provements, the King hath cauſed to be 


* 


Villages ham- 
lets, and farms eſtabliſhed 


I the ltr March of Bra: Ls 
Sa eee 
In the New March - 152 


In Pomerania — - 100 


In the provinces of n. 
and Halberſtadt 

In the provinces of Cleves,” 

Marck, Gueldres, Meurs, 
<2 MA Ravenſberg, Teck- - 
lenb Lingen, and Eaft 
Friefland 4 

In Weſt Pruſſia 7+ - 50 


In Sileſia {or - * — ä (— 
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And hath 
families 


10,740 


3-043 
| 55312 


- 2,805 
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1,119 


14,050 
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42, 609 


Thus hath the King newly built WEL 
five and fix hundred villages and hamlets, 


and eſtabliſhed almoſt 43, ooo families upon 


theſe 


TIE 
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theſe * recovered lands; whereby, if we 
compute five perſons to each family, an in- 


| creaſe is gained by theſe coloniſts of 21 5,000 


ſubjects x. It muſt, be obſerved, that two 
thirds of theſe coloniſts were foreigners: and 
as they are mixed and engaged with natives 
of the kingdom, this augmentation is till 
more advantageous. for the country; and 
though I do not deny that a number of theſe 
coloniſts haye in ſome reſpects not ſueceed- 
ed, eſpecially the foreigners ; yet this kind 
of population will notwithſtanding ſubſiſt, 


and continue permanent; becauſe i it is found- 


Fi 4 ++ 


* This 0 ogputation i is fo far fron nen en 
chat it may be abliſned, and even ſhewn to be inferior 
to the «tual increaſe. of population, by authentic and 
exact regiſters of the colonies, villages, farms, and fami- 
lies. There is the more reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the actual 
| Increaſe is greater than is here ſtated, b egi ot has been 
found difficult to collect an exact account of the number 
of e in the <olonies' eſtabliſhed, n= courſe 


. 


exact ſtatements of the numbers in the — provinces; 


ſo that eyen the whole of Eaſt Pruſſia is entirely omitted. 
+ By hamlet, or farm, I mean an aſſemblage, of ſeveral 


| houſes, inhabited by huſbandmen, which. is not ſufficiently 


large to deſerve the name of village, and which they call 
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abandoned by one ſet of coloniſts, never fail 
to find another, eſpecially of people of the 
country, who ſucceed better than foreigners, 


In travelling over all theſe lands, it-affords 
us great pleaſure to find, on the ſands and 
on the heaths for which Brandenburgh is 

ſo noted, flouriſhing colonies, good build- 
ings, fine fields, rich paſture grounds, and 
numberleſs herds. of cattle, where for- 
merly nothing was to be ſeen but water _ 
NOI, - 


II. The King, not ſatisfied with being 
built all "theſe villages, and eſtabliſhed ſo 


great a number of families, by colonies of 
foreigners and of natives, within his domi- 
nions, hath alſo advanced, to many gentle- 
men and landholders, ſums, amounting to 
_ , ſeveral millions of crowns, of which I have 
given particular accounts in my former diſ- 
courſes, and in this, in order to enable them 
to clear and to improve their eſtates. Theſe 
ſums are either a free donation, or are lent 


at the low intereſt of one or two. per cent. 


the produce of which is appropriated for 
| penſions to ſchoolmaſters, and to the widows 
or daughters of poor officers. By theſe 
means he has cauſed, to be cleared, and to 
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be cultivated, almoſt all the land which was 


worth the labour. He has it alſo in con- 


templation to find means of aboliſhing the 


cuſtom of letting the lands lay fallow every 


ſixth year, which will, ach be very 


difficult. 


0000 


of every kind more than goo hereditary 
farms, or poſſeſſions, out of his own de- 


.meſnes, ſeparating them from his great baili- 
wicks. This is one of the beſt and moſt 
ready means of increaſing population; for 


the more eſtates and farms are divided into 
ſmall portions, the greater number of men 
are thereby ſupported and maintained. As 
the Sovereign of Pruſſia poſſeſſes in demgſne, 


and in his own right, nearly one third of all 


the eſtates within his dominions, and as he 
has hitherto derived his revenues, from farm- 
ing out, for certain terms, a great number 


of united villages, which are termed Sai. 
wicks, he may undoubtedly greatly increaſe 


the population of his dominions, and the 
number of his ſubje&s, by dividing all his 
demeines into ſmall hereditary farms, as well 


to peaſants, as to other cultivators, The 


C43 ableſt 
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ableſt financiers of this country maintain, ill 
" by: plauſible reaſons, that the King will If 
|  * thereby loſe conſiderably in his revenues, I u 
I which are neceflary for the ſupport of his c- 
army ; and that the ſmall farmers, though Iſl a 
hereditary, will not be able to pay ſo much p 
for their farms as the great bailiffs, becauſe A 
| they will want more for the ſupport of their IM al 
families, as being more numerous ; and be- o 
cauſe they will not be able to adopt ſuch o 
advantageous methods of cultivating their v 
| lands as the great farmers. This is the ſame n 
principle which has been contended for by r. 
the En gliſh cultivator, Mr. Arthur Youn g. 
in his Political Arithmetic, relative to the 
utility of great farms. This is not the pro- ill a; 
per place to diſcuſs this interefting queſtion, Ne 
even "if I had leiſure ; I ſhall, therefore, only MW pi 
ſay, in general, that Mr. Young appears to | b. 
me to be quite in the wrong with regard to WW in 
a a republican government, ſuch as that of Ny. 
_ Great” Britain, which has more need of a de 
numerous population, than a government of w 
a different nature: and as to the Pruſſian T 
dominions, the objection of the financiers If or 
may be well grounded for a certain time; Nh. 
but it appears evident on the other fide, that ¶ to 
if the Sovereign eu, or would ſupport 
1 — only 


—ů Wo apt — . [CCC Res a 
ay — ** 


y ä — 
= 
> . %. Ie ASS ² äVA —un DE EA Le rd oa 
x 


- * = 
— „rj ——˖7§rẽãNö hs 


——— > ——ñ — — 
* 


it 
't 


only for ſome years, the temporary loſs that 
would ariſe to his revenues from ſuch a mea- 
ſure, he would: regain it afterwards with 
uſury by the increaſe of population, by the 
conſumption which will thence naturally 
ariſe, and from whence he will derive pro- 
portionable revenues by the exciſe duties, 
At leaſt, it might be proper to begin by 
aboliſhing the great bailiwicks, compoſed 
of many villages ; and to give every village 
on a Jong leaſe to an individual farmer, by 
whom it might be cultivated in the ſame 
manner, as is done by our noblemen with 
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reſpe& to their own eſtates, 


IV. The King has very much promoted 
2griculture, by authorizing the incloſing of 
commons, and even by paying himſelf the 
purchaſe of the rights of commonage ; and 


NS — : ů 


by thus aboliſhing commons, and encourag- 
ing encloſures, he has greatly increaſed the 


yalue of the land; as a ſingle proprietor may 


derive infinitely more advantage from it, than 
when it is poſſeſſed in common with others. 
This meaſure, which was a very difficult 


one, has, however, been adopted in ſome 


hundred villages; and continues every year 
to be carried into execution, 


EZ, 


v. His 
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v. His Majeſty alſo promotes the inte- 
reſts of agticulture by cauſing the ſeeds of 
lucerne, trefoil, and Iupin, to be distributed 
to every farmer who will apply for it, by 
ordering a great number of cows to be pur- 


chaſed for many, and by directing large 1 ſums 


to be expended every year in premiums and 
bounties, in order to encourage farmers to 
proſecute every | kind of rural induſtry. As 
for example: to thoſe who have ſown and 


planted the greateſt number of mulberry or 


other eos, who ſpin the beſt and the greateſt 


of 4. © = 


VI. One of * principal means which 


the King has adopted, in caſe of bad har- 
veſts, in order to prevent famine, and its 


depopulating conſequences, has been to erect, 


in every province, immenſe ftore-houſes for 
corn, for the ſubſiſtence of his army in time 


of war, and of his other fubjedts i in ſeaſons 
of natural ſcarcity. By purchaſing this 
corn, he keeps the price of it ſufficiently 


high to encourage the huſbandman; and, by 
5 opening his ſtores, can at any time prevent 
the market from riſing fo as todiſtreſsthe peo- 
ple. By theſe means the Pruffian dominions, 


thou gh not remarkable 15 extraordinary fer- 
* x14 | tility, 
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. tility, ſuffered nothing, and were everi able 9 
to ſupply their neighbours, in the dreadful 


famine of 1772, the effects of which were 


ſo fatal in ſome of the moſt ene 1 


bee gene 82 | 


VII. 1 ＋ the King thaw: 3 intrcatid 
population by his encouragement of agricul- 
ture, he has advanced it as much, and per- 
haps more, by the great number of manu- 
factures and trades of all kinds, which he has 
cauſed to be eſtabliſhed, or to which he has 
given encouragement, at Berlin, at Potſdam, 


and in almoſt every city and town in his 


dominions, It would be neceſſary that I 
ſhould write a large volume, if I would give 
a particular account of all theſe manufac- 
tures, and of the great ſums that the King 
has expended in them. I ſhall, therefore, 
content myſelf with ſaying, that we are in 
poſſeſſion of almoſt every poſſible kind of 
manufacture, and that we can not only ex- 
eluſively ſupply the Pruſſian dominions, but 
alſo furniſh the remote countries of Spain 
and Italy, with linen and woollen cloths ; 
and that our manufactures go even to China, 
where ſome of our Sileſian cloths. are con- 
3 veyed 
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veyed by the way of Ruſſia. We export 


every year linen cloth to the amount of fix 


millions of crowns, and woollen cloths and 
wool to the amount of four millions; which, 
added to the iron works and hard ware of the 


county of Mark, which brings into circula- 


tion about a million of crowns, to the tim- 
ber of Brandenburgh and Pomerania, to the 
corn, flax, and timber of Pruſſia, and to the 
important Poliſh trade that we carry on 
through Konigſberg, Memel, Elbing, Dant- 
zick, and Stettin, affords us ſufficient evi- 
dence of the balance of trade being very 
decidedly in our favour. So many manu- 
factures naturally give ſubſiſtence to a great 


number 'of workmen, and draw many fo- 


reigners into the country; and the augmen- 
tation of this claſs of citizens neceſſarily 
increaſes the general population. We have 
in the different dominions of the King about 
123,000 workmen, who work in filk, in 
woollen, in linen, in cotton, in leather, and 
in other materials, various kinds of mer- 
chandize, to the amount of fixteen millions 
of crowns, of which eight are for forcign 
conſumption. If we compute that the fa- 
mily of every workman conſiſts only of four 
perfons, our manufactures give ſubſiſtence 
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to half a million of people, and conſequently 


to the twelfth part of our general popula- 
tion. It may be judged from hence, whe- 
ther it be true, that the Pruſſian government 


is wholly military. The King protects and 


encourages manufacturers in every poſſible 
manner, eſpecially by advancing large ſums 


of money to aſſiſt them in carrying on their 
manufactures, animating them by rewards, and 


eſtabliſhing magazines of wool in all the little 
towns, for the benefit of the ſmall woollen 


manufacturers. It is with a view to encou- 


rage trade that the inhabitants of Berlin and 
| Potſdam are exempted from military ſervice; 
and his Majeſty .grants nearly the ſame in- 


dulgence to the inhabitants of the circles of 
the mountains of Silefia, where the poor, 


but induſtrious and ſober weavers, and who 


are ſettled in a narrow and barren diſtrict, 


carry on thoſe flouriſhing linen manufactures, 


which produce us an exportation of ſo many 
millions, and to the little city of Hirſch- 


berg only a trade of two millions of crowns. 


annually, The King has in this diſtrict a 


canton for his foot-guards, but, from his 


unwillingneſs to diſturb the population of 
the diſtri, he ſeldom draws from thence 
any recruits, | 
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VIII. In the reign of the late King we 
were in poſſeſſion of many valuable manu- 
factures in linen, woollen, arms, &c. but his 
preſent Majeſty has added the important 
manufactures of cotton, ſilk, porcelain, ſu- 
gar, leather, and the working of the mines, 
befides a great number of ſmall manufac- 
tures, of inferior importance. The cotton 
manufacture employs nearly o work 
men; though this, to ſpeak the truth, is, in 
my opinion, doing injuſtice to the national 
woollen manufacture. The porcelain ma- 
nufacture, which, by its fineneſs, and the 
beauty of its ornaments, is already equal to 
any in Europe, and of which the foreign 
exportation is very conſiderable, employs 
more than 500 men, who are continually 


carrying the art to great perfection, and who 
are become moſt excellent artiſts, 


: . Before hes commencement of this 
reign, Pruſſia had but few filk manufactures, 
and thoſe of little importance. But the 
preſent King has eftabliſhed, and given li- 
beral encouragement to fo great a number, 
that they employ more than 5ooo0 work- 
men; and the annual value of the goods 


- manufactured by them is two millions of 
CLOWNS. 


. 
crowns. In the courſe of the laſt year 
1,200,250 ells of filk ſtuffs have been ma- 
nufactured at Berlin, and 400,000 of gauze. 
Of theſe filk manufactures, to the amount 
of half a million is exported into foreign 
countries. They make uſe of more than 
70,000 pounds of raw filk, of which a ſixth 
part is already the growth of the country. 
The produce of ſilk during the preceding 
year, 1784, in all the Pruſhan dominions, 
comprehending Sileſia, was 13,432 pounds; 
a great part of which was very good, equal 
to that of France, and to the common filk 
of Italy . The King adopts every method 
of favouring and encouraging the growth 


of mulberry trees, and the culture of filk ; 


* What is ſaid here of our ſilk manufactures, ſhould 
be underſtood only of thoſe of Berlin, and of the March. 
We have, beſides them, at Crefield, in the principality 
of Meurs, upon the Rhine, the largeſf and the fineſt filk 
manufactory, which is, perhaps, in any part of Europe. 
This belongs to thoſe worthy and intelligent merchants, 
Meſſieurs de Leyen, who have eſtabliſhed it at their own 
expence. They manufacture annually, to the amount 
of many hundred thouſand crowns, the fineſt ſilk ſtuffs, 
with which they furniſh the North, and even the ſeraglio 
at Conſtantinople. This manuſactory, in which they 
employ near five thouſand workmen, has fo increaſed the 
population of Crefield, which was formerly but a very 
middling town, and ſo improved the neatneſs of its ap- 
pearance, as to place it on a level with the towns of 


Holland. 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially by advancing ſums of money, and 
by caufing houſes and rooms to be built fas 
ſmall cultivators. Hence we ſee that this 
ſpecies of culture makes a great progreſs, and 
chiefly by the zeal for the promotion of it, 
that hath been excited in the country clergy, 
by rewards in money, medals, and other 
diſtinctions. This is an object of the greater 
importance to the ſtate, as, during three 
months of the ſummer, it affords employ- 
ment and ſubſiſtence to a number of per- 
ſons, who are too young, or too old, for 
more laborious occupations, and this without 
any prejudice to agriculture. The culture of 
filk hath al ſo been farther advanced by the eſta- 
bliſhmentof magazines of cods of filk-worms, 
in cauſing them to be bought up at a good 
price from thoſe cultivators who know not 
how to ſpin them, and in procuring them 
to be ſpun by ſkilful perſons, which will 
tend greatly to the improvement of our filk, 

The King has alſo erected ſome conſiderable 
water- works, for rowing the ſilk in the 


5 beſt manner, 


X. The produce of the ines, which were 
formerly worked only for copper, is becom- 
ing every day more 1mportant, under the di- 

rection 
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rection of an able and enlightened miniſter. 
They have already produced half a million, 
and muſt naturally afford ſubſiſtence to a 
great number of men; and will become ſtill 
more conſiderable, by the vaſt quarries of 
coals, which are found in the county of 
Mark, (from whence large quantities are 
exported into Holland) and in the duchy of 
Sileſia, where they are advantageouſly em- 
ployed in the great linen manufactures, and 
bleaching grounds, of that country; and 
there is alſo reaſon to hope, that, by tranſ- 
porting them to Berlin, they may ſerve in 
ſome degree to ſupply that terrible want of 
wood, which is every day more apparent 
throughout almoſt every part of Europe. 


XI. The navigation of the Pruſſian domi- 
nions has been greatly benefited and in- 
creaſed, by the countenance and protection 
which the King has given to his flag, which 
is reſpected every-where, and even by the 
inhabitants of Morocco. We employ in the 
maritime provinces, Pruſſia, Pomerania, and 
Eaſt Frieſland, 1200 veſſels; and if we reckon 
ten men for the crew of every veſſed, this 
trading marine gives employment and ſub. 
ſiſtence to 12,000 ſeamen, Our own na- 


tional 


e 
tional veſſels carry almoſt the whole of the 


importation and exportation of the Pruſſian 


dominions; and they begin to carry on a 


conſiderable coaſting trade, eſpecially the 


veſſels from Emden. In this city there are 
soo ſailors and fiſhermen, who live almoſt 


entirely by the herring- fiſhery; and this 
fiſhery produces already an annual intereſt 


of ſix per cent. to the company who have 
undertaken it, without reckoning the na- 

tional advantage zeſulting from the habour 
of. thoſe who are opt in it. 


XII. The Pruſſian monarchy * for a 
eee by a vulgar 


prejudice, to be a military government, and 
little adapted for the encouragement of po- 


pulation. I have already, perhaps, made it 
appear, that there are more excellent civil 
eſtabliſhments and regulations in it, than in 
the greater part of other monarchies, either 
large or ſmall; which generally leave ſuch 
matters to chance, and to the induſtry of 
individuals. But it would not be difficult 
to ſhew, by a few obſervations, that the 
Pruſſian army is a true national militia, ſuch 
as that which the Romans had, and which 
wee have deſired to have, but never 
had; 
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had,; and that it is conſtituted in ſuch n 
manner, as to increaſe population, rather 


than to dimĩniſh it. It ĩs uni verſally noẽõn, 
that the King has an army of 200, ooo men, 
who are always ready for ſervice. Of theſe 
troops, one half are the ſons of peaſants, la- 


bourers, and other perſons employed in 


agriculture; who, during the months of 


April and May, betake themſelves to their 


regiments, in order to be exerciſed in mi- 


litary evolutions, and who afterwards return 


into the country to their families, and are 
employed in the cultivation of the earth. 


It was this excellent national militia, who 
being attached to their country, and ani- 


mated by the Pruſſian name, commanded 


by their princes, by able generals, and hy 
the antient nobility of the nation, who are 


leſs wealthy than patriotic, who gained for 
us the famous battles of Roſbach and of 
Leuthen, againſt forces three times ſuperior 
to themſelves in number; and who will al- 
ways make us conquer, and ſtill more eaſily, 
when they ſhall be purged from foreign and 
mercenary ſoldiers. The other half of the 


army undoubtedly conſiſts of foreign mer- 


cenaries, whom the King engages, that he 


may not prejudiee the national population. 


Theſe 


1 
Theſe commonly reſide with their regiments 
in the towns, where they attend military 
duty two days in the week, and the reſt of 
their time they employ in ſuch work as they 
can procure, and-which they eaſily meet with 
in the large towns. The ſoldiers are not 
prohibited from marrying, as has been ſup- 
poſed abroad, but it is permitted to them 
pretty generally, eſpecially to thoſe who re- 
ſide in the towns; and, by this tie of mar- 
riage, the greater part of the foreigners be- 
come attached to the country, and continue 
in it. Every regiment has a greater number 
of women and children, than of men be- 
longing to it. The garriſon of Berlin, 
which conſiſts of 24, ooo ſoldiers, has in it 
ſo many women and children, as to amount 
in the whole, to 60, ooo perſons; and the 
whole Pruſſian army, which conſiſts of 
200,000 ſoldiers, when their wives and 
children are added, undoubtedly amount to 
400,000 perſons. It is alſo, well known, 
that the King maintains, in a houſe eſta- 
bliſhed at Potſdam, 500 children of ſoldiers, 
a great part of whom are ſent into the coun- 
try, after they have attained the age of eight 
years, to be brought up among the peaſants, 
who are allowed thirteen crowns a year cach 
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for their ſubſiſtence: and when they have 
arrived to a ſufficient age, and a proper ſta- 
ture, they become good labourers, and ex- 
cellent ſoldiers. When all theſe circum- 
ſtances are conſidered, without prejudice, it 
muſt be acknowledged, that the Pruſſian 
army, however numerous it may be, is not 
diſproportioned to the population of the 
ſtate, and that it rather increaſes than di- 
miniſhes that population. It is alſo ex- 
tremely beneficial to the Pruſſian dominions 
in this reſpect, that inſtead of being ſtationed 
upon the frontiers, or only in a ſingle pro- 
vince, it is ſo well diſtributed throughout 


every province, and in every city, that the 


money which the ſoldiers receive for their 
pay, and which amounts to two-thirds of 


the revenue of the ſtate, is returned into the 
circulation of every province; by which 


means thoſe who are to pay contributions 
are enabled to pay their ſhare of the taxes; 
ſo that the ſubjects of Pruſſia can furniſh 
their ſupplies without much difficulty, and 
arrears are unknown among us. 


After having thus ſhewn, how beneficial 
the great army of Pruſſia is to the ſtate, and 
to population, I ſhall add alſo this obſerva- 
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tion, that the King has been very unjuſtly 


charged with having infuſed into the minds 
of other Sovereigns, the idea of keeping up 
large ſtanding armies. When an army is 
conſtituted and employed like ours, it is not 
a burthen, but rather a benefit to the ſtate; 
and the more ſo, becauſe it affords a ſub- 
ſtantial ſecurity againſt the ſudden and dan- 
gerous invaſions of any ambitious neighbour. 
In general, it appears to me, that it is now 
decided by undoubted experience, that if 
large ſtanding armies increaſe in ſome degree 


the burthen, and the expences, of the inha- 


bitants of a country, they abundantly com- 
penſate for this inconvenience by the ſecu- 
rity that they afford; 
wars leſs frequent, and lefs dangerous ; be- 
cauſe that every power being armed, they 
mutually reſpe& each other, whereby ſud- 
den attacks, and unjuſt pretenſions, are pre- 
vented. Hence it may be juſtly faid, that 
by this great army the King has rendered a 
_ conſiderable ſervice to the human race, and 


eſtabliſhed a kind of perpetual peace. A 


judicious and impartial obſerver will eafily 
| Perceive, how many unneceſſary and alarm- 
ing wars have been prevented in 110 manner 
within theſe few years. 


Having 


and they alſo render 
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Having thus given a ſuccinct view of the 


principal means by which the King has ſo 


oreatly augmented the population of his do- 


minions, I proceed to ſhew what is the ac- 


tual population of the Pruſſian dominions, 
and by what gradations it has ariſen to its 
preſent height. It is difficult to know ex- 
actly the population of a ſtate; and the 
Pruſſian monarchy is, perhaps, the only 
one, of which the population can be exactly 
aſcertained ; whereas the accounts given of 
others are only deluſions of the public, in 
which the ſtatements of population given 
are rendered nearly double to the real ſtate 
of things, by deluſive repreſentations, which 
Jare not ſupported by any proper evidence. 
When a Sovereign orders a computation to 
be made of the number of. his ſubjects, it is 
ſeldom that he can obtain an exact account, 
in conſequence of the negligence of thofe 
who are employed in the enumeration. It 
is now found, by long experience, that the 
moſt exact account of the population of a 
nation may be obtained by liſts of births, 
deaths, and marriages; by reckoning that 
there is generally one birth for every twenty- 
ix living perſons, and that there dies one in 
thirty-ſix, It is this calculation that Mr. 
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Moheau has adopted for France, grounding is 2 
it upon a compariſon of the liſts of ſeveral Hand 
diſtricts in that kingdom; but Mr. Süſmilchſon 
has better eſtabliſhed it in his work, by a ſum 
great number of general and particular liſts I tior 
relative to the Pruſſian dominions. When the 
this calculation is compared with the liſt gb 
of actual enumeration which have been mae 
made, it appears; that the latter have given amc 
an account ſufficiently exact of our real po- ma) 
pulation. I ſhall endeavour to prove this lati. 


aſſertion. | 

| | | 5 | Births. Deaths, Marriage, | \ 
| The .old Pruffian domi- | 174 
| 25 ane had in the year | 100,000 80, ooo 26,000 nior 
1740 £ | 
| tot 
ö II 4759 compretendng | ; 
| | 1 2 165,000 124,000 36,00 latic 
I In 1784, all the Pruſſian land 
i dominions, including nas 

g the provinces newly ac- | 
HH quited,'| Sileſia, 'Wedt {5712997 1% 4342 duct 
| Pruflia, and Eaſt Friez- ther 
þ lane = pula 
[| | of 1 

| 2 q 

| Taking theſe laſt ſums for our baſis, and amo 
| multiplying the number of births by 26, of t 
| and that of burials by 36, there reſults from u 
duri 


each of the multiplications the nearly equal 
total of population of 5,488,000, or five mil- 
lion 
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lions and a half; and when to this the army 


and which at leaſt amounts to 400,000 per- 
bons, the total approaches very nearly to the 
ſum of fix millions. The actual enumera- 
„tion made at the fame time throughout all 
a the provinces, with all poſſible exactneſs, 
by perſons in office, both civil and military, 
made the ſum total of the people fully 
amount to ſix millions. This, therefore, 
may be taken for the true total of the popu- 
lation of the Pruſſian dominions. 


When the King aſcended the throne, in 
40, the whole population of his domi- 
nions amounted to 2, 240, ooo perſons. If 
to this be added two millions for the popu- 
lation of Sileſia, Weſt Pruſſia, and Eaſt Friez- 
land, as the three provinces that the King 
has acquired, and theſe two millions are de- 

af ducted from the ſum total of fix millions, 
there will remain for the increaſe of the po- 
pulation of the antient provinces the number 
of 1,970,000, which is nearly double the 
amount of the antient population; and it that 
of the new provinces be taken into the ac- 
"| count, population hath been nearly trebled 
j ducing the reign of the preſent King. We 
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lis added, which is not included in theſe liſts, 
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may hope, that this increaſe of the Pruſſian 
monarchy will continue in the ſame propor. 
tion, under the adminiſtration of his preſent 
Majeſty, and that of thoſe whom we may 
expect as his ſucceſſors. It is certainly po. 
ſible; fince the 4000 ſquare German miles, 
which the Pruſſian monarchy contains, has 
at preſent 1600 inhabitants to a ſquare mile; 
a population which is already very great for 
a country of moderate fertility, and ſuperior 
to that of many other kingdoms of Europe: 
but there is ſtill room for a much greater 
degree of population. This hope is farther 
ſtrengthened, beſides the many reaſons which 
have already been alleged, by the evidence 
which our yearly regiſters afford us, of the 
degree in which the births have exceeded 
the burials. In the preceding year the births 
have exceeded the burials by 59,000 per- 


ſons; and our population muſt naturally be 


proportionably advanced, if it be not retarded 
by ſome great mortality. 


I fhall alſo make another obſervation, 
which 1s of a very agreeable- nature to a lover 
of his country; and that is, that in the 
Pruſſian dominions the births have exceeded 
the burials in a greater proportion than that 
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of many other kingdoms. Thus it appears 
that in Denmark, where in the preceding 
year there were 66,000 births, the births 
exceeded the deaths only by gooo; and in 
France, which, according to the calcula- 
tion of Mr. Moheau, ſhould have twenty- 
four millions of inhabitants, and where there 
are 929,000 births, and 793, ooo burials, 
the former exceed the latter only by 136, ooo. 
Now in the Pruſſian dominions, in which 
there are fix millions of inhabitants, the 
births exceeding the deaths by 59,000, the 
former exceed the latter, in proportion, 
twice as much as in France; and, of con- 
ſequence, | population muſt advance in the 
ſame degree. Theſe obſervations are as well 
eſtabliſhed, as it is poſſible for them to be, 
in a ſubject of this kind; but the time will 
not permit me to treat of them in any other 


than a ſlight manner; and yet what has been 


advanced muſt, notwithſtanding, afford a 
very agreeable proſpect to the ſincere lovers 
of their country. | 
In order more diſtinctly to ſhew what 
hath been done by the King, during the 
courſe of the preceding year, for the improve- 
ment and the population of his dominions, 
D 4 I ſhall 
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I ſhall here inſert, as I have done in my 


diſcourſes of preceding years, An accurate 
Account of the great ſums which his Majeſly 
hath diſtributed, gratis, during the courſe of 


the year, from the firſt of Tune, 1784, to the 
firſs of June, 1785, for the improvement of 


. agriculture, and of manufactures, and in ge- 


neral for the benefit of his fſubjects. 


In the Electoral March of BRANDENBURGH. 


* . ; [ 


Crowns, 
1. For building the houſes of citizens, and 
00,0009 
8 public:edifices, at Berlin and naps wo 49 
2. For various improvements of lands, as 
for draining and clearing Drömling, 
| 200,000 


a great marſh, or diſtrict overflowed 

with water, in the Old March — 
3 For repairing the buildings of the ws Wy 

wicks of the royal dem<ine - . 
4. For erecting the military hoſpital of 

„„ ,- { 
5. To the city of Angermiinde, for re- 

4,000 


47035 


erecting the buildings which had been 
conſumed by fire - — - 


6. For repairing the Camages occaſioned 

by inundations in the Old March - { 1 
7. For eſtabliſhing work-ihops for carding 

of wool — — - - | 1,360 


Carricd over 649,395 


11 


17 


1. 


| Crowns. 
y Brought over - 649, 395 
2 8. For rewards, intended for the _— 5606 
ragement of ſpinning in the country | | 
/ 9. For the erection of ſilk-mills at Berlin 24,000 
„ 10. For purchaſing the cods of ſilk- worms, 6 
e and cauſing them to be well ſpun - 5 : 
11. To the citizens of vad Wa 0 Þ $40 
2 improving the meadows - 
12. For machines for carrying on ty Man- | 
cheſter manufactures - 1 1 hn? | 
13. To the poor of Berlin for fuel - 2,000 | 
703,235 
In the NEW MARCR. | | | 
0 14. For improvements of the lands of the | 
nobility, and for ſeveral eſtabliſhments > 100,009 ' 
in thewodntry | -  -. = | 4 
0 15. For a military hoſpital at Friedeberg - 2, ooo | 
16. For re-building the town of Morin, | 


which had been burnt 6. 16,000 


) 17. For rebuilding the church of Ciitrin = _ 10,000 
18, For repairing the damages cauſed by 


; the inundations 40,000 
19. Foreſtabliſhing a manufactory of 8 | 

and for tanning, at Landſberg ( 3500 
: 20. For a ſimilar manufactory at Drieſen . - | 2,000 N 
21. Ditto at Cottbus QW 1,000 

ö 22. For erecting a fulling- mill at 8 200 
23. For increaſing the magazines of wool, | 
| for the manufacturers of ſmall towns * .---H | 


Carried over - 172,700 
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PET 
gy ere, 


L ya 
Crowns, 


Brought over - 172, 700 | 
24. For families employed in the pottery 8 
at Sommerfeldt and Boberſberg - 2 


173,500 


— — . — — 


In PoMER ANI1A. 


lity of the town of New Stettin, of 
ſeveral bailiwicks, and for ſome eſta- 


2 5. For improvements of lands of the nobi- 
ng 200,000 
© bliſhments in the country 4 


25. Toa gentleman, the Sieur de Vange- 
row, for re- erecting his wee. wa 
which had been burnt - 
27. In Pomerania Citerior, for apartments 
for commiſſioners of the cuſtoms - 5 150 


28. For building barracks at Colberg 7,470 


29. For finiſhing the rebuilding of the town 
of Jacobſhagen, which had been _ 5,000 
ſumed by fire - 5 
30. For enlarging the manufaQory of lea- 
ther at Anclam - - ö 3000 
37. Por eſtabliſhing a manufactory of jeather 
= 7. ar I 7 J | 1,500 
32. Ditto at Greiffenhagen -« + wa 
33-, For eſtabliſhing a manufactory of fuſ-) 
tians and cottons at Friedrichſhold q Wm 
44. For increaſing the magazines of woo 
in the ſmall towns - 9 ww 
35. For eſtabliſhing a e of bea- ?_ | 
reer ſtockings at Lauenberg - | 1 
30. For eſtabliſhing a 50 manultor 
8 7 = New Stettin - a 


aw . * 


Carried over - 233,470 
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Crowns. 
Brought over - 233,470 


For a magazine of cotton, for the be- N 
nefit of the manufacturers of Pomerania : 
239,470 


In EAST and WEST PRUSSIA, 


For erecting the fortreſs of Grauden: 384,000 
For different towns of Weſt Pruſſia 70, 800 


O. For improving the bailiwicks of N 3 
* | Prufis . - = PP PENS 
41. For eſtabliſhing the coloniſts of $wabis © 40,000 
42. For the purchaſe of an eſtate in Weſt 

Pruſſia - — 3 60,000 
43. To ſervices for the cantoniſts of Weſt 

Pruſſia - - WO ö 15325 
44. For repairing the damage occaſioned 

by the burning of woollen cloths = 3.500 

Preuſch Eilau = A - 
45. For building a church at Schneidemiiht 1,200 
46. Ditto at Neuenberg - 533 
47. Ditto at Braunſberg « 8 1,200 
48. Ditto at Bromberg - - - 1,200 
49+ For erecting a ſchool-houſe in the 

ſuburbs of Dantzick - - a boo 
50. Ditto at Hammerſtein ne? 600 


51. For eſtabliſhing a manufaQtory of muſlin 


52. 


83. 


at Konigſberg = - - F 1 
For a manufactory of leather at t Preuſn 

.Eilau' = - ws EI 1 ä 
For a dye-houſe at Gaſtrow FI 2,600 


Carried over — 674,225 


— — —— — 
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56. For repairing the damages enn 


| 59: To the inhabitants of Zemgan, in Eaſt 


_ * * 6 9 8 1 ern 9 
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q 3 * W — 
8 _ 4 e 
ren SN 3 bo 
n 2 - 2 * 
* 


„4 
Crowns, 


| Brought over - b743225 
84. For magazines of wool in the little 


towns of Weſt Pruſſ ia 6,000 
$5: For a manufaCtory of Preſs-boards 5 6,000 
3 | | 686,225 


In the Duchy of Macpezounc. 


by inundations - - — 
57. For repairing the damages cauſed to the 
- Ffalt-pits by a fire | 


” EX” 


4 . . in EasT 
FRIEZLAND. 


5 To the citizens of Cappeln, ruined by fire 3,000 
- Friezland, ruined fire 2,000 
60. For repairing the damages occaſioned by | 
inundations in the province of Cleve 
61. For the relief of poor perſons who ſuf- 
fered by the inundations 35726 
62. To the province of Minden, for the } 


113,000 


reparation of damages occaſioned by | 40,000 
ſeveral accidents * 5 
63. To the provinces of Minden and Ra- | 
venſberg - - - — 3 
. we 213,726 


* — . 9 — — 
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f In 81LESIA. ; 
) | pes Crowns. 
8 64. For the eſtabliſhment of 40 weavers at 1 
y Striegau and in the neighbourhood 1399. 
7 65. For building new barracks at Bries - _ 14,750 
66. For tiling houſes at Neiſſe, Schweid- 5 | 
nitz, and Liegnitz - — 0 ; ITED 
67. For ſundry buildings in the towns, par); 
ticularly at Grieffenberg - c | 34499 
k 68. For premiums relative to manufactures 2,000 


69. For eſtabliſhing 364 cottagers -  - 936,850 
70. For improvements in the lordſhip of 
Proſkau = 23 —— 


GBs 1 50,000 - 
Total of the money expended in 1784 - 24,236,150. 


Having ſhewn, in my diſcourſe addreſſed 
to this academy for the preceding year, p. 43, 
that the King hath diſtributed in Pomerania, 
from 1763 to 1784, in rewards, premiums, 
and benefactions, the ſum of 4,828,000 
_ crowns, and in the New March 3,002,000, 
I .can now add, that he has in like manner 
given, in the lame ſpace of time, 


| a Crowns. 

In the EleQoral March, the ſum of = 2,674,000- 
In Sileſia Wie 8 6,200, ooo 
In Weſt Pruſſia, ſince its acquiſition = 35 00, 00 


Thus 


( 46 ] 

Thus have I on the preſent occaſion exe- 
cuted the taſk, which I have impoſed upon 
myſelf, of communicating to the Academy, 
and to the Public, a part of thoſe great 

things which the King has done for the in- 
ternal adminiſtration of his kingdom. This 
has certainly not ariſen in any degree from 
flattery: all thoſe who know me will eaſily 
believe, that I am incapable of it, and little 
adapted tg. any thing of that kind. I do 
not tranſmit theſe diſcourſes to his Majeſty. 
I confine myſelf to collecting and ſtating 
facts, which are well known to perſons in 
office, and have diſcuſſed on this occaſion 
ſome points of hiſtory and politics, which 
relate to the ſubject and to the circumſtances 
of the times. I believe that I have done 
no injury to the ſtate, nor betrayed its ſe- 
crets, by publiſhing facts notorious among 
us, and which ſerve to do honour to the 
government, and to make its goodneſs, its 
ſtrength, and its energy, more generally 
known. It will be more and more acknow- 
ledged, that great politics do not conſiſt in 
myſtery, in which governments formerly en- 
veloped themſelves ; but that thoſe who act 
openly, and who freely avow their procced- 


ings, will the moſt acquire the confidence 
both 
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both of their ſubjects, and of their neigh-- 


bours. Thus you fee, as it is ſometimes 
neceſſary to juſtify the moſt innocent actions, 


the true and only reaſons which have en- 


gaged me to make theſe diſcourſes public. 


My firſt object has been, in this manner to 


preſerve in the journals of the Academy, at 
leaſt a part of thoſe excellent regulations, 
which the King has made every year in his 
internal goyernment, which are known only 


to a certain number of perſons, and of which 


the remembrance may eafily be loſt. It is 
thus that the public has been ſo little in- 
ſtructed, in almoſt all that the King has 
done in this reſpect, before the ſeven years 
war. My ſecond object has been to ſhew, 
to other ſovereigns, and to poſterity, by 
theſe examples, as rare as they are inſtruc- 
tive, that a good prince may, and ought, to 
procure and to ſecure to his country, all the 
proſperity of which it is ſuſceptible. My 
third and principal object has been, to make 
it appear to thoſe who love their country, 
and who intereſt themſelves. in its welfare, 
by what means our great King has been 
enabled to give to his Kingdom, as moderate: 
in its extent as in the quality of its ſoil, a 
degree of power, which places it on a level 
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with the firſt monarchies of Europe, and 
which aſſures it of a permanent ſtability, as 
long as it ſhall obſerve the ſame rules of go. 
vernment; and which has enabled him to 
play that brilliant part, although dangerous 
and difficult, which he has been obliged to 
ſuſtain, in the local ſituation of the Pruſſian 
monarchy, for its own preſervation, and for 
maintaining the balance of power of Ger- 
many, and of Europe. I think, that ob- 
ſervations of this kind, made and publiſhed 
in ſuch a manner, as ſhall hurt neither the 
intereſts. nor the delicacy of any perſon, may 
contribute to raiſe the * ſpirits of Pruſſian 
patriots, and to infuſe into them, 'and into 
the friends of Pruſſia, full confidence in a 
power, which would not, and which even 
cannot, by its intereſts and its ſituation, 
employ its ſtrength for any other purpoſe, 
than for the maintenance of juſtice, and of 
the general ſecurity. 


My auditors, and impartial readers, will 
judge whether I have attained my end, as 
have been aſſured I have by more than one 
to whoſe opinion I am not indifferent. Let 
the impartial public judge whether theſe 
diſcourſes, written with ſuch views, ought 
: to 
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to have been ſubject to the bitter criticiſms, 
and farcaſms of a man, to whom at leaſt my 
perſon , ought to have been indifferent. I 
have been vindicated, both with reſpect to 
my ſtyle, and to the matter contained in my 
performances, in a manner ſufficiently ſa- 


tisfactory to thoſe who are not prejudiced. 


I write and I read theſe diſcourſes in French, 


becauſe it has been the language of our Aca- 


demy from its foundation, and becauſe it is 
more generally underſtood than the German. 
I make no pretenſions to eloquence, nor to 
writing the French language with purity 
and elegance; but I believe that I make my- 
ſelf underſtood ; and that I may, perhaps, 
have transfuſed into my French writings, 
that cloſe, preciſe, and clear ſtyle, which my 
countrymen find in my German writings ; 
and which thoſe, perhaps, who are deſirous 
of criticiſing, are incapable of attaining. I 
do not find myſelf in any degree hurt by 
another criticiſm, which is politely written, 
by Mr. Pfeiffer, an able profeſſor at Mayence, 
who has maintained, in oppoſition to my 
diſcourſe, that all governments are good if 
they are well adminiſtered. The queſtion 
concerning what is the beſt form of govern- 
ment, will always remain a problem for thoſe 
N 1 whe 
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who love diſputation, and to exerciſe their 
logic: but I believe, that I have eſtabliſhed 
my theſis upon the principle of the greateſt 
probability, the only ſure principle in hu- 
man affairs; and that I have anſwered be- 
fore-hand the objections of critics by ob- 
ſerving, that ſelf-love, or perſonal intereſt, 
which is the great mover of all human ac- 
tions, is rather directed to the happineſs of 
a ſociety, and of a ſtate, by a ſingle man, 
who finds it his own intereſt, than by many 
who are never united, and who even cannot 
unite their views and. their intereſts, If 
men poſſeſſed of the virtue and fortitude of 
Ariſtides, of Scipio, and of Chatham, have 
not been able to ſucceed, and have rather 
abandoned the reins to an ariſtocracy, no 
other perſon ought to entertain hopes of 
ſucceeding, I have in another place re- 
marked and proved, that in every govern- 
ment, even the moſt ariſtocratical or demo- 
cratical, there is always a ſingle man, who 
either by the ſuperiority of his talents, or 
by ſome other means leſs laudable, directs 
or governs his colleagues, and the ſtate; fo 
that in effect every government becomes 
really, and at the bottom, a monarchy, 
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I will not fatigue the Academy by ex- 
tending my diſcourſe to a greater length. 
I hope that what I have read will furniſh 
new proofs, that a monarchical government 
is and may be excellent, without ſuppoſing 
it to be exempt from thoſe imperfections 
with which all human affairs are attended ; 
and that it may produce regulations for the 
public much ſuperior to any which can 
comport with the nature of republican go- 
vernments. Let us hope, that a wiſe and 
good providence will always preſerve to us 
a government thus happy, and a race of ſo- 
vereigns, whom nature appears to have cre- 
ated to perpetuate the ſecurity and the hap- 
pineſs of the Pruſſian nation, and of a rt 
of the human race. 
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| | Tos 5 Be. | | A 
| AVING had an opportunity, ſince 
| this diſcourſe was firſt printed, by an 
: accurate examination of the royal archives, T 
| | to render more exact the liſts of births, bu- 
| rials, marriages, &c. I ſhall here 8 the | 
| ene additions. * Al 
| ; 
| | | 1 
| Th 
| ADDITION to p. 36. 
! Births, Deaths, "NR | 
1 The antient dominions | 
| of Pruſſia and Bran- 
| denburgh had in the | h pre 
| year = - 1700 66000 47000 18000 ten 
| The ſame dominions, 5 | 
[ after the acceſſion of 


the new provinces of 
Neufchatel, Meurs, 
Gueldres, Tecklen- 
bourg, Lingen, and 
Pomerania Citerior, 
in the year 1717 820co 54000 21000 
All the Pruſſian domi- | 
nions, excepting Si- 
leſia, from the acceſ- 
ſion of King Frede- 
rick II. had in 1740 87000 78000 21000 


The 


20 


ne 


U 52 ] 


The fame dominions, 
including Sileſia and 


Eaſt Friezland, had 
before the ſeven years 


war, in 


In - 


had in 


had in 


* 


The ſame dominions, 
with Weſt Pruſſia, 
acquired in 1773, 


All the Pruſſian domi- 
nions had in 
The ſame dominions 


| 1755 
All the Pruſſian domi- 
nions, after the war 


of ſeven years, had 


1767 


1781 
1783 


1784 


Bir ths, 


165000 


172000 


219000 
208000 


211000 


* Deaths, 


I 22000 
140000 


188000 
162000 


152000 


Marriages, 


26000 
356009 


45000 


45000 


43000 


I ſhall here add a particular liſt of every 


province for the year 1784, with their ex- 
tent 1n ſquare miles, | 
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NeſNames ds Provinces, le, * | Births. Burials, | Opie 
I Eaſt Pruſſa had - | 753] 7240 37174] 22131] 15043 
2|Weſt Pruſta - | 631] 5410] 27134| 15669] 11465 
z|Silefia - - 640 12809| 65348 48458] 16890 7 
4 he Electoral | #2 
March of Bran- þ| 444] 5020} 22755] 18349] 4406 C 
| denburgh + | b 
| 5 The New March 2200 1869 8836 2 2601 
| n 507] 3089] 15635 12110] 3525 f 
il 7 Magdebourg 104] 1902] 8874] 7054] 1820 a 
i 8/Halberſtadt - 32] 626| 2878] 2328 550 
1 9Hohenſtein 8 162] 7480 5160 232 0 
| 10/Quedlinbourg =. 2] | 70] 349] g378þ — ſi 
. Mind d Ra- ö | | 
l CE. 1 5x] 1198] 5349] 4754 | 586 p 
| 12 Tecklenbourg- 5 163] 597] 506 19 
[| 13 Lingen 8B] 225 686] 665 21 
iy 14 Meurs —— 20 722] 047 91 Fr 
| 15 Gueldres 24] 419] 1830] 1744 86 
| 16|Cleves and Mark | g6| 1875] 7802] 6284] 1518 | 
| 23 17 Eaſt Friezland * 54] Big] 3128] 3188 TI 
| | | 18[Neufchatel 
[|| - 3 15] 341] 1277] 140 237 us 
ES. Re — . — — P 
1 Total - 136oc} 43436211113 152040 59162 Pol 
[| ; 5 De: 
| Theſe liſts of births and burials have been w 
| made with all poſſible exactneſs, and taken og 
1 from original regiſters preſerved among the 0 
I royal archives; and which have been taken 15 
. ſeparately, both by the clergy, and by the * 
| | . . . 
„ otficers of police. An error is rectified here, m 
| which had crept into this diſcourſe, p. 36, * 
e 


with reſpe& to the liſt for the year 1740, . 
this laſt being the truth. | fat 
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—— 2 —-—ẽæn . — — —ñ—ĩ .——— — ͤͥ—ð1wu 


1 HAVE 
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I HAVE aſſerted in this diſcourſe, p. 38, 
that the Pruſſian monarchy contains 4000 
ſquare German miles, according to the ge- 
neral notions that T then had; but having 
corrected my calculations, by maps taken 
by later and more accurate geographers, 
find, that all the Pruſſian dominions contain 
a ſuperficies of only 3600 ſquare miles, and 
computing theſe with the real population of 


fix millions of inhabitants, there remains a 
7 ſquare mile 
a for every ſquare of 3 
3 1667 
France has for 10,000 ſquare miles, and a ory 49050 
lation of 25 millions, for every ſquare mile 
The Auſtrian, monarchy ſhould have = = 1900 
England and Ireland - - - - 1800 


—_— 4 „ 1 %%ö»ͤ “ 
Wan e 1 5 700 
Denmark — — = - -' = 210 
Sweden | 1 — „ * - - 117 
Ruſſia - — Wy" - 80 


The Pruffian monarchy, 0 tk 0 8 1 
1667 
ſquare mile — - | 
is but a moderate population in compariſon 
with other nations of Europe ; but it ſurpaſſes 
many when we calculate the particular popu- 
lation of every province. For example: 

The provinces of Minden, Ravenſberg, Teck- 
lenbourg, and Lingen; have upon = 3100 
ſquare mile es 1 1 5 

Halberſtag t 3700 


E 4 Neuf- 


* r 7 ONE cn r 


© en 


* 726 -7 


Sinha oe 2 i 550 3 


Magdebourg = ggg 2•—[—b 
Sileſia 8 * a) $ 2 £ 

The province of Cleve, Marck, Gueldres, and 
Meurs — - - — 8 { 

Eaſt Friezland- PTA 

The Electoral March of . - 

Eaſt Pri — 

The New Maren 

E. 900 


— . 800 


This eſtimate of the population of every 
province by ſquare miles, has been mad: 


with more exactneſs than in the work be. 


fore mentioned of Süſmilch, T. III. p. 638, 
and table 39, becauſe that having been mad: 
in 1756, population has been conſiderably 
increaſed ſince that time, and the extent d 
the provinces has been aſcertained with muct 
more exactneſs. This eſtimate has bee: 
made by comparing the ſquare miles of ever] 
province, not only with the true number 0 
the population of every province, which an 
known to me, but alſo with the liſts 0 
births and of burials. It will be eafily con 
ceived, that I have not been able to attai 
to the ſame exactneſs in the calculations re 
lative to foreign ſtates, for which J have nd 
had the ſame certain accounts; but I hav 

5 take! 


N 
My taken the totals of their population by ſquare 
100 miles, according to the liſts which are found 
30 WM in their printed books, and eſpecially their 
200 W ſtatiſtic tables, although theſe appear to me 
to be exaggerated in almoſt every country. 
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O good government, not even the 
monarchical, ever loſes any thing, 
but on the contrary is much benefited, in 
my opinion, by tranſacting its affairs in an 
open manner, under the guidance of wiſdſom. 
Abſolute ſecrecy, or that which is maſked 
by an imperfect. or affected openneſs, can 
ſuit only thoſe ariſtocratical rulers, who exiſt 
not only in ariſtocracies and democracies, 
but who endeavour alſo to make a figure in 
monarchies; and who in all the three kinds 
of government are always the moſt rigorous; 
and the moſt dangerous to the liberty and 
general felicity of their fellow- citizens, as 
experience has proved. both in antient and in 
modern times. This abſolute ſecrecy ap- 
pears neceſſary in a monarchy only to thoſe, 
who not being able to rely upon the pro- 
[9450 priety 


[ 62] 
priety or juſtice of their meaſures, naturally 
fear making them public, and find ſecrets 
of ſtate every where, where there are none 
exiſt. If on the contrary a Sovereign, who 
has great and elevated views, and ſolely for 
the public good, lays open from time to 
time, according to the exigencies of the 
caſe, and on proper occafions, by declara- 
tions, by edicts, by public harangues, or 
deliberations in council, or aſſemblies of the 
nation, the meaſures of his adminiſtration 
internal and external, with their cauſes and 
their ends, he adopts the beſt means of ob. 
taining the confidence and the approbation, 
which cannot be indifferent to him, as well 
of his own ſubjects, as of the neighbouring 
nations; who, at leaſt in Europe, live in a 
kind of common ſociety, and general repub- 
lic. He gives to the one, and to the other, 
a conviction, which is very beneficial, of the 
wiſdom, the juſtice, and the energy of his 
meaſures ; and he puts himſelf by that means 
upon his guard againſt his own errors, and 
againft thoſe illufions, of which every man 
is but too ſuſceptible, when he renders an 
account of his actions only to himſelf, He 
betrays not thereby any true ſecrets of ſtate, 


the number of which is very ſmall, and 
| which 
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which would otherwiſe not long eſcape the 


ſagacity and vigilance of a penetrating mi- 


piſter, who ſhould be employed in a neigh- 


bouring ſtate; It is for theſe reaſons, that 
f confider it as one of the greateſt advan- 
tages of the Engliſh conſtitution, that the 
King of Great-Britain lays before the na- 


tion, on every opening of the parliament, 


the ſtate of public affairs, and 'particularly 


of the kingdom, and requires their function 


to his proceedings. The moft important 
fervice that a miniſter of France ever ren 
dered to his country, and his king, was, in 


my opinion, that by which the wiſe and 


virtuous financier Necker finiſhed his mi- 
niſtry, in cauſing an account of his admi- 
niſtration to be printed for the beneſit of 
the public. By that means he has enlighe- 
ened with reſpect to its true fituation a go- 
vernment, which was, perhaps, not ſufti- 
ciently EG with wy. N 


It is from theſs pine and from ſuch 
motives as theſe, that I have been induced 
to communicate, for ſome years paſt; to this 
illuſtrious academy, in the public aſſemblies 
which it has appointed for the celebration 
. he King's birth-day, a part of — 

and 


TI 
— 
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t 
and good works of a public nature which 
have been done by his Majeſty, during the 


thoſe donations, and extraordinary benefits, 

which he has heaped upon his ſubjects, in 

the courſe of every year, as well for the re- i; 
lief and ſuccour of the unhappy, as for the ir 
advancement. and encouragement of agri- \ 
culture, manufactures, and commerce; and, ¶ o 
in general, all the branches of national in- c 
duſtry. 1 endeavoured to proſecute this de -· u; 


| 
0 
courſe of the preceding year; and eſpecially N. 
0 
N 


fign, in the diſcourſe that I read here the of 
preceding year, 07 the population of the Pri. ſt 
Aan dominions; in which I ſhewed, by what 2 
means the King had, during the courſe of P. 
his reign, trebled the population of his do- 
minions, and carried it to ſuch a height, as 
no nation before could ever boaſt. I ſhall ¶ ed 
continue, on the preſent occaſion, ſtill far- tic 
ther to: diſcuſs this ſubject, which is inte- w] 
reſting to Pruſſia, and to all Europe; and [ ſuc 
| ſhall endeavour by a brief ſtatement to make in! 


it appear, that the great population, given as 
by the King to his dominions, is founded, as | 
and that its continual progreſs is aſſured, MW her 
upon the moſt ſolid baſis, and upon the true on 
riches of a nation, agriculture, national in- rity 
| Aal, and the balance of commerce; advan- of: 
tages, 
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| tages, which never fail to lead, by a natural 


conſequence, to the balance of power. I ſhall 


not now dwell upon thoſe great principles 


of the felicity of nations, and of govern- 
ments, which thoſe, who are defirous of 
inveſtigating, will find ſufficiently illuſtrated 
in the celebrated and well known works. of 
Monteſquieu, Hume, Stuart, Veri, and 
others ; and eſpecially in the profound and 
claſſical work of the Engliſh writer, Smith, 
upon the nature and the cauſes of the wealth 
of nations. I ſhall content myſelf with 
ſtating theſe principles, and with making 
a particular application of them to our 


Pruffian government, 


| "The: true ſtrength of a ſtate undoubt- 
edly conſiſts in a great population, propor- 
tioned to the extent of its territory, and 
which is directed by a wiſe government, in 

ſuch a manner as is proper to procure to its 
inhabitants ſecurity and neceſſary ſubſiſtence, 
as well as every other deſirable advantage; 
as I have proved in the diſcourſe that I read 
here on this anniverſary, in the year 1782, 
on the relative power of Rates. The proſde- 
rity, the happineſs, or, if you will, the riches 


of a nation, undoubtedly conſiſts i in its nume 
„ bers, 
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bers, and in the variety and goodneſs of the 
means, by which this nation can at firſt 


ptocute for itſelf. the neceſſaries, and after. 


watds the conveniencies, or the elegancies 


of life. As corn and grain of all ſorts pro- 


daces the ſureſt and moſt general ſubſiſtence 
and nouriſhment to numerous nations {fiſh- 
ing can furniſh it only for ſmall tribes) 
agriculture is inconteſtably the moſt certain 
ſource and baſis of ſubſiſtence to large ſo- 
cietics or nations, It is this which pro- 


duces corn, and grain of all kinds neceflary 


for the nouriſhment” of men and of animals, 
as well as wine, beer, oil, tobacco, and even 
wood. It is this which produces flax, 
hemp, wool, ſilk, and almoſt every thing 
which is neceffary for clothing and the other 

neceffaries of life. It furniſſies tlie princi- 
pat mterlals for manufactures, for com- 
merce, and for navigation. By theſe means, 
and by the exchange of the ſupetffuitzes of 


| Produckions, natural and artificial, it Pro- 


cures. alo to nations, who have no mines 
of gota* and ſilver,” thoſ, ſe metals ; which have 
no real ahd inttinſe value, but by their 
commidions uſe "hive become, and are re- 
ceived Athoflg aft civilized" natibns, as repre- 
ſehtatibe fibns df real riches, and have taken 


150 place 


ew i + 


& ow OAb- 


H n 
place of them. Agriculture produces ſuf- 


tenance not only for huſbandmen, but alſo 


for all other citizens, who are not employed 
in the eultivation of the earth, thoſe who 
ſerve the ſtate in offices civil and military, 
men of letters, manufacturers, traders, fiſh- 
ermen and ſeamen, and even the workers of 

ines. Thus is agriculture the firſt and 
the principal baſis of the proſperity of every 


ſtate, and of every nation; and this princi- 
ple hath- ſo much prevailed in France, for 


ſome tiene paſt, that a certain claſs of learned 
zpricutturiſts; to whom the ſuperb name 


has been given of Oeconomifts, or of Phyfio- 


crates, porhaps more able in theory than 
in practice, endeavour to procure by their 


| writings to rural culture the principal and 
almoſt ſole patronage of government, eſpe- 
cially by an exportation of grain duty free, 
for whach, however, the cultivators of the 


land ſhonld bear almoſt excluſively the 


weight of public taxes. It was not long, 
however, before they were convinced by 


experience, and by a more mature diſeuſſion, 
that this principle was not to be carried tuo 
far, and that a wiſe government ought to 
give the ſame attention to national industry. 


thought without * it a general ex- 


emption 
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emption from public taxes. This is un- 


doubtedly the ſecond baſis of the proſperity 
of a ſtate, becauſe it is this which gives the 
greateſt value to the fruits of the earth and 
natural productions; as the labour and abi. 
littes of thoſe perſons who are employed in 
manufacturing materials which are derived 
from natural productions, generally procure 

for them. a greater profit, than is obtained 

by thoſe who cultivate the earth. It is this 
labour, as Mr. Smith has admirably proved 

in the work before mentioned, which make 
gra true, univerſal, and exact meaſure of the 


value of all goods. and merchandize; ani 


money ſerves only as the means and inſtru- 
ment for the exchange of labour. For a 
all natural and artificial productions are only 
the reſult of that labour, which every indi- 
vidual of a ſociety employs for his own ſuf. 
tenance, and in order to communicate his 
ſuperfluities by way of exchange to his fel- 
low-citizeps,, and which the nation after- 
wards equally communicates by exchange to 
another nation: It reſults. from all thek 


premiſes, that the labour of individuals, or 


national induſtry, forms the ſecond baſis af 


the proſperity of nations, and may even ou 


Jogne occaſions ſu eh the principal baſis, 
| which 
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rhich is agriculture, It is thus that the 

N= Wrench nation, with an agriculture often 
inſufficient for itſelf, hath rendered almoſt - 
all the nations of Europe its tributaries, 
during more than a century, by its different 


Ns kinds of workmanſhip, its manufactures, 
mad its faſhions. The Dutch nation, with 
el narrow territory, and an ungrateful ſoil, 
res 


hich furniſhes but a ſmall part of what is 
eceſſary for its own © conſumption, hath 
rrried on for a long time the commerce 
and the navigation of a great part of Europe; 
and profiting by the indolence and the igno- 

rance of other nations, it has furniſhed them 
Prith almoſt all the neceſſaries and conve- 
niencies that they wanted, and which the 
Dutch do not poſſeſs themſelves; whilſt the 
Spaniſh nation, with all their gold and their 
ſilver, and their other American riches, are 
ometimes in want of neceſſary ſubſiſtence. . 
The Poliſh nation, who poſſeſs a fertile, 
rich, and extenſive country, . have no other 
orn, or other productions, but what is abe 


ther adyantages, by the want of national 
nduſtry, which is the reſult of the want of 
iberty, of ſecurity for their property, and 
of a good conſtitution of government. From 
; F 3 fttheſe 


ſolutely neceſſary, and are deprived of all 
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theſe arguments, which I can only touch. 
upon, there can be no doubt remaining ef v 
the general principle; that the firſt, princi- I na 
pal, and efſential baſis of the proſperity of to 
ſtate, conſiſts in gaod agriculture, and in the w. 
abundance of natural productions; and thai ne 
the ſecond baſis is national induſtry, whichMl fv 
by giving perfection to natural productions, th 
produces various. kinds of manufactures, and 
thus gives value to the artificial production 
of a gquntry. When a nation has a greater 
quantity of natural and artificial production 
than it can itſelf conſume, it exchanges the gi 
ſurplus of its conſumption for the ſurplus b. 
Which another nation can give of production fc 
which are ſuitable to it, or for ready money. cc 
It is this mutual exchange which nation cc 
make of the ſurplus of their productions, tk 
from whence reſults their external commerę m 
by ſea and land; and the proportion, or the t. 
greater or ſmaller quantity of productions, ¶ ce 
which every nation brings into this ex- e 
change, conſtitutes the balance commerce. fe 
That which can bring the moſt, eſpecially 

from the produce of the earth, has the ba- 

lance in its favour; and the nation which a 
has the balance againſt it, is obliged to pay / 
for the ſurplus to the other in ready money. h 
©} All 


„ 


A nation which has a favourable balance 


with reſpe&t to ſuch productions, whether 


natural or artificial, as are the moſt neceſſary 
to men, ſuch as corn, linen, wool, and 
woollen cloths, timber, and other materials 
neceſſary for navigation; ſuch a nation, I 
ſay, has a more certain balance in its favour, 
than one which has only different kinds of 
merchandize, conſiſting of articles of luxury, 
and which are. leſs neceſſary, or even ready 
money; and it may, according to cireum- 
ſtances, fix the market in its favour, and 
give the law in commerce, eſpecially if it 
has an undoubted ſuperiority in the demand 
for its commadities over its competitors in 
commerce. The celebrated Necker himſelf 
confeſſes, in his writings reſpecting finances, 
that France not having the balance of com- 
merce in its favour, except by its manufac- 
tures, and the productions of its American 
colonies, which are almoſt all of them arti- 
cles of luxury, its having the balance in its 
favour is very precarious and uncertain. 


The balance of commerce has an eſſential, 
and even a deciſive influence upon 2e ba- 
lance of power, eſpecially ſince gold and ſilver 


Fo 2 in ſome degree the place of real 


F'4 2 riches. 
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riches. A nation, which has a large popu. i 


lation, proportioned to its territory, and un- 


der wiſe regulations of government; which 


Joins. to a good agriculture an equal induſtry, 
and which, by a natural conſequence of theſe 


:dvantages, enjoys a balance of commerce 


equally favourable and certain ; ſuch a na, 
tion, I ſay, may aſpire to the title and to 
the rank of a reſpectable power, and may 
appear in the, firſt or the ſecond claſs of 
powers, according to the talents of the ſo- 
vereign. It may, and it even ought, in pur: 
ſuance of its great intereſts, always to take 


a part in ſupport of the balance of power, 


in order to ſecure to itſelf a permanent and 
flouriſhing exiſtence. This palitical ba- 
lance, which naturally ariſes from that reci- 
procal jealouſy, which is juſt and reaſonable 
among ſocieties and nations, is nothing elſe 
but a league, either formally contracted, or 
tacitly, between certain ſtates of an inferior 
degree of power, in order to ſecure their 
exiſtence, liberty, and poſſeſſions, by pre- 
venting by their united forces the farther 
progreſs, and too great deſigns, real or poſ- 
ſible, of another power, which is already 
become ſuperior by various circumſtances 


and events, or jc may become ſtill more 


fo 
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| &.. Such x balance; which is fohnded upon 


the juſt deſire and law of ſelf-preſervation, 
is neither chimerical, nor impoſſible, nor 
unjuſt, It is born, . exiſts, 'and continues 
with communities and ſtates; and a judi- 
cious obſerver will find it in the hiſtory of 
all ages and nations; of which proofs may 
be found, and ſtriking examples, in the 
Eſſays of the celebrated Hume, and in thoſe 
works which the learned Germans, Lehmann, 
Huldenberg, Schmaus, Kahle, Benzel, and 
others, have written upon the balance 7 
Europe. I ſhall here give a brief hiſtorical 
account of the exiſtence of a political ba- 
lance in all ages. According to Thucydides, 
the famous Peloponneſian war had no other 
origin than the jealouſy of the other Grecian 
republics of that of Athens. This republic 
endeavoured afterwards to hold the balance 
between Sparta apd Thebes. The powerful- 
kings of Perfia even endeayoured to maintain 
it between the different republics of Greece, 
agreeably to the advice of Alcibiades. De- 
moſthenes urged, in his orations, the neceſ- 
fity of ſupporting the balance of power 
againſt Philip of Macedon ; and it was ſup- 
ported till it found its tomb in the battle of 
Cherogea, Philip and Alexander totally 
deſtroyed 
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daſtroyed the balance, hoth in Europe and 
in Aſia: eſpecially the latter, by his victo. 
ries and conqueſts, which were equally ra- 
pid and aſtoniſhing. His vaſt empiro being 
divided among his generals, his ſucoeſſors, 
the kings of Macedon, of Afia, and of Egypt, 
contended: for a long time among themſelves 
concerning the balance of power, till Rome, 
that famous republic, alone eonquering, con- 
trary to the example and the nature of re- 
publios, and profiting by the diviſion and the 
incapacity of the neighbouring kings, was at 
length enabled to cruſh them all, and to 
conquer Greece, Aſia, and Africa. Some of 
them, as Philip and Perſeus, kings of Ma- 
cedon, Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, and Hiero, 
por of Sicily 458 endeavoured for ſome time to 

| | n 
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have well underſtood the balance of power.” Although 
an ally of Rome; he ſent aſſiſtance to the Carthaginians 
during the war of the auxiliaries. Polybius lays, lib. I, 
ch. 83. * Hiero turning his attention to the war that 
© then raged, ſent great affiſtance to the Carthaginians, 
_ © diligently ſupplying them with whatſoever they required, 
He was the more ſolicitous to do this, being convinced, 
© that the preſervation of the Carthaginians in a ſtate 
© ſufficiently powerful to excite the jealouſy, of the Ro- 
© mans, was neceſſary to ſecure to bum bis own authority 


in 1 1 8 as well as the continuance of the Friendſhip of 
PRs « the 
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maintain the balance between the Romans 
and the Carthaginians, thoſe two rival pow- 
ers, who ſo long contended for the empire 


of the world; but they did it with as little 


fuceeſs as ability; and ſome of the kings of 
Aſia and Africa, ſuch as Pruſias, Attalus, 


and Maſſiniſſa, were even imprudent enough 


to aſſiſt in making the balance incline on the 
fide of Rome, by attaching themſelves to 
that power, which already preponderated, 
from particular views, contrary to all the 
rules of good policy, which ought always 
to prevent ſtates of an inferior force from 
entering into alliance with a preponderating 
power, and ſhould lead them to join with 
other ſtates of inferior ſtrength, and more 
nearly approaching to their own. The Ro- 
mans, thoſe fierce conquerors, having at 
length ſubdued, by the fuperiority of theic 
military diſcipline, all the known and civi- 


lized parts of the three continents, the ba- 


* the Romans: as otherwiſe he might fall into the power 
© of the latter, when they could do what they pleaſed, 


*' without any fear of oppoſition. In this he judged very 
*.wiſely and prudently : for no man ought to ſee uncon= 


* .cernedly, and without reſiſting it, ſuch an exorbitant 


* increaſe of another's power, as might afterwards pre- 
vent his obtaining his own juſt right, however Clearly 


and 0 it might de aſcertained,” 
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lance of power was entirelydeſtroyed through. 
out the world, and neither the thing nor the 
name were known during thoſe four cen. 
turies, in which the Roman empire ſubſiſted 
as much under the form of a republic as un- 
der that of a monarchy, till the fourth age 
of the Chriſtian æra. Notwithſtanding this 
ſuperior power of the Roman empire, thoſe 
valiant German nations, whom Roman ag 
well as modern writers affect, without reaſon, 
to ſtyle barbarians, by the mere ſuperiority 
of their courage, even without a union 
among themſelves, overthrew this Roman 
Coloſſus, and eſtabliſhed upon its ruins all 
the modern monarchies of Europe, accord- 
ing to the picture that I have ſketched in 
the firſt diſcourſe that I addreſſed to this 
academy. But all the nations of theſe Nor- 
thern conquerors contented themſelyes with 
keeping poſſeſſion of the Roman provinces 
that they had reſpectively occupied, without 
thinking either of univerſal monarchy, or 
the balance of power. Charlemagne, Otho 
the Great, and the two Fredericks, kings 
and German emperors of the family of Sua- 
bia, thought of univerſal monarchy, and be- 


lieved that they had re-eſtabliſhed the great 


Roman empire; but it was only the name. 
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The feudal and military . conſtitution, - the 
profound ignorance of politics, the anarchy 
and uninterrupted continuation. of inteſtine 
wars, Which reſulted from that conſtitution, 
were the cauſe, that during that long courſe 
of ages, from the fourth to the end of the 
fifteenth century, there often occurred be- 
tween the nations thoſe conteſts and oppoſi- 
tions of intereſts, . which occaſioned ſome 
particular and tranſient balance : but it never 
was a real and laſting queſtion, whether an 
univerſal monarchy ſhould be eſtabliſhed, or 
a general balance of power in oppoſition to 


it, The return of theſe two great ſyſtems 


was reſerved for the epocha of the fifteenth 


and ſixteenth century; when the Auſtrian 


princes began to unite in their houſe by for- 
tunate marriages, and by a ſtrongly combined 
policy, the rich ſucceſſion of Burgundy, 
the kingdoms of Spain, of the two Sicilies, 
of Hungary and Bohemia, other great pro- 
vinces in Germany and in Italy, and their 
ſtill more wealthy poſſeſſions in the two In- 
dies. It was then that Charles V. Philip II. 


and Ferdinand II. meditated, and ſeriouſly 


laboured to eſtabliſh, that great monarchy, 
which is generally denominated univerſal, 
ha began by endeavouring to ſubdue Ger- 

many, 
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many, Italy, and the Low Countries, as 
being countries the moſt proper to that end, 
by their political and local fituation in the 
middle of Europe. The kings of France 
and of England then ſaw themſelves obliged 
to maintain the balance of Europe, by alli. 
ances made from time to time between them- 
ſelves; and, at different periods, with the 
princes of Germany and of Italy, with the 
new Dutch republic, and the kings of Swe. 
den. It was during this rivalſhip, during 
this continual ſtruggle between the power 
of the two houfes of France and Auſtria 
which ſubſiſted more than 200 years, that 
the balance of Europe manifeſted itſelf in 
the moſt ſenſible manner. It was this con- 
ſtant colliſion between the two ſyſtems, that 
of the great Auſtrian monarchy, and the 
oppoſite {yitem of the balance of power; 
whence aroſe thoſe continual wars between 
Charles V. and Francis I. between Philip II. 
on one fide, and the French, Dutch, and 
Engliſh on the other; and afterwards that 
famous German war, or war of thirty years, 
maintained on one ſide by the two branches 
of the houſe. of Auſtria, and on the other 
ſide by the princes of Germany, the Swedes, 
the Franch, and the Dutch. It was during 


this 
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this great epocha of the ſixteenth and fevetie 
tenth century, that the princes'of Germany 
formed the famous league of Smalcald in 
1530, and in 1670, and - 1643, the two 
eagues of Hall and of Heilbron, the laſt un- 
der the auſpices of Sweden, It was in 1609. 
and on occaflon of the ſutteffion of 'Cleveg 


that Henry TV. King of Prance, formed the 


fimous project of a general republic of Eu- 
rope, a defign which expired on the affaſſi 


nation of that great prince. All theſe pre- 


jects were formed ſolely for the maintenanee 
of the balance of Europe and of Germany, 
againſt the tov great power, and the defigns, 
real or pretended, of the houſe of Auſtria. 
They were not, however, the two great mo- 
narchies of Auſtria and of France, which 
fuſtained the moſt violent ſhocks ; but ra- 
ther thoſe princes of a mederate degree of 
power, whe, on ſeveral occaflons, when an 
important eriſis took place, re- eſtabliſhed, 


by their valeur and perſonal ability, che ba- 


lance of power, when it inelined too much 
to the ſide of Auſtria. It was the brave 
Maurice, duke and elector of Saxony, who 
very ſeaſonably attacked, with a handful of 
his vaſſals, the potent Charles V. in the 
"”"_ of — wreſted from him in 15 5, 

the 
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the. treaty of Paſſau, and the: firſt religious 
toleration, with the liberty of his two il. 
| luſtrious prifoners, the elector John-Frede. 
rick of Saxony, and the landgrave of Heſſe; 
and ayenged and aſſerted by that means the 
liberty of Germany, almoſt annihilated by 
the bad ſucceſs of the leaguę of Smalcald. 
it was the great Guſtavus Adolphus, a prince 
as, much diſtinguiſhed by courage and by 
genius, as weak in power, who came with 
13000 Swedes into Germany, and who aſ. 
ſited only by ſome weak German princes, 
triumphed over the. preponderating power 
of Ferdinand II. preſerved the liberties: of 
| Germany, and ſaved this great confederated 
republic. , A premature death having carried 
off this hero, the ſame part was ſuſtained, 
with the ſame. moderate reſources and aſſiſt- 
ance, by his great generals, and eſpecially 
by the illuſtrious Bernard de Weimar, of fir 
| whom the name will always ſhine in the w! 

annals of the world with thoſe of Herman, of 
of Maurice, of Guſtavus, and of Frederick ; ¶ ye! 
in the liſt of heroes, and of preſervers of the gr: 
Germanic liberty. There were alſo the MW ge! 
princes of Naſſau and Orange, to whom the the 
republic of Holland owed its origin, who a 
ug poſſeſſed * but of inconſiderable t 
Arength, 5 
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ſtrength, and who were great only by their 


valour and their military ſcience, yet ſhook + 


the great Spaniſh m »archy even to its foun- 
dations. It was thoſe incredible united 


efforts, which were made for ſo long a time 


by the princes of Germany, and the kings 
of France and Sweden, as well as the Dutch, 
which at length wreſted from two Auſtrian 
monarchs the famous peace of Weſtphalia, 
concluded in 1648. This peace, the firſt 
which was negociated and concluded on the 
principles of a truly ſound policy, not only 
regulated and confirmed the conſtitution, 
which was before unſettled, of the great 
German empire, but being guarantied by 
the two crowns of France and Sweden, it 
has alſo laid the ſolid baſis of the balance not 
only of Germany, but alſo of all Europe; 
and it is to this day juſtly regarded as the 
firſt ſacred law of all the European nations, 


who, though the projects of Henry IV. and 


of the Abbe St. Pierre have not ſucceeded, 


yet conſtitute one general republic of the 
great continent of Europe, tacitly united to- 
gether by the great mutual intereſt, which 
they have in preferring amongſt themſelves 
a juſt balance of power. The power of the 
two branches of the houſe of Auſtria having 
105 1 been 
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been extremely diminiſhed by long and un- 
happy wars, and by the weak character of 
their ſovereigns, and that of France having 
been proportionably augmented by the po- 
litic and able adminiſtration of the cardinals 
Richelieu and Mazarin, and afterwards of 
Lewis XIV. that prince conſtantly kept up 
numerous and formidable armies, and made 
ſuch an uſe of his power in the invaſion of 
the Spaniſh Low Countries, of Holland, and 
of the Palatinate, as well as by the famous 
chamber of re-union, that he was generally 
conſidered as aſpiring to univerfal monarchy, 

| and as endeavouring to take place of the 
| houſe of Auſtria, Then were turned againſt 
| him the arms of thoſe who were deſirous of 
maintaining the balance of Europe. This 
was the origin of all thoſe great alliances, 
which were concluded againſt him at the 
cloſe of the laſt century, as well as of the 
wars that were ended in 1679 by the peace 
of Nimeguen, and in 1697 by the peace of 
Ryſwick. This peace having been acce- 
lerated, becauſe the approaching extinction 
of the Spaniſh branch of the houſe of Auſtria 
was then foreſeen, the two maritime powers, 
England and. Holland, united under the 
auſpices of King William, Prince of Orange. 
2 | They 
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They took from that time the name and the 


character of maritime powers, and held the 


balance of Europe; believing that they 


ſhould preſerve it by the famous treaty of 
Partition, the object of which was to pre- 
vent the whole power of the houſe of Auſtria 
from being united by the junction of Spain 
and the Indies in the eldeſt branch of that 
family. But this project of partition having 
been annihilated by the death of the prince 
of Bavaria, and by the will that Charles II. 
king of Spain, made in favour of the duke of 
Anjou, the maritime powers were obliged, 
by the ſpirit of the ſyſtem for preſerving the 
balance of Europe, to enter into an alliance 
with the houſe of Auſtria and the German 
princes againſt France, in order to take the 
Spanith monarchy from the houſe of Bour- 
bon, and to afſign it to the archduke Charles, 
ſecond ſon to the emperor Leopold. Hence 
aroſe that long and bloody war concerning 


the Spaniſh- ſucceſſion, which commenced in 


1701, and: ended in 1713 by the peace of 
Utrecht, by which the Spaniſh- monarchy 
was ceded to the duke of Anjou; becauſe 
the emperor Joſeph having died without 
male heirs, and his brother Charles having 


lucceeded him under the. name of Charles VI. 


8 they 
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they again feared a junction of the Spaniſh 


monarchy with the houſe of Auſtria ; and 
they rather choſe it ſhould be given to a 
younger branch of the houſe of Bourbon, 
under the condition, that the monarchies of 
France and Spain ſhould never be united. 
Thus the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, and the whole 
war, as well as the peace that followed, were 
directed by the ſyſtem for preſerving the 
balance of Europe, according to good or er- 
roneous principles, agreeably to the different 
circumſtances of the times. 


During that period; which begins from 
the peace of Utrecht in 1713, and ends with 
the death of the emperor Charles VI. the 
balance of Europe was not dangerouſly al- 
tered by the temporary and particular wars 
which took place; becauſe the three mo- 
narchies of Auſtria, of France, and of Spain, 
were too much exhauſted by the preceding 
wars, and were governed by pacific princes, 
The two maritime powers had no occaſion, 
during this interval, of adopting any mea- 
ſures for preſerving the balance of Europe, 
except by negociations, mediations, and trea- 
ties of alliance, ſuch as the barrier treaty, the 
quadruple alliance, the treaty of Hanover, 


that 
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that of Wuſterhauſen, and others. They 
believed, that they had ſufficiently provided 
for the preſervation of the balance of Europe, 
by the guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, 
by which the ſucceſſion of all the Auſtrian 
monarchy was ſecured to the daughter of the 
emperor Charles VI. The extinction of the 
male line of the houſe of Auſtria, which 
happened in 1740, by the death of that 
prince, gave, however, a new face to the 
balance of Europe. The elector of Bavaria 
put in a claim to the whole Auſtrian ſucceſ- 
fon, and was ſupported by France and Spain. 
The daughter of the emperor Charles VI, 
ſupported by the two maritime powers, ac- 
cording to the ſyſtem of the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion, and the balance of Europe, carried on 
the war from the year 1740 to 1748, and at 
length preſerved. by the peace of Aix-la- 
Chapelle the. whole Auſtrian monarchy, ex- 
u, Wcepting the duchy of Sileſia, which the King 
ef Pruſſia obtained, in conſequence of a par- 
cular claim grounded on lawful titles, by 
he treaty of Breſlau concluded in 1742, and 
onfirmed by the following treaties of peace 
e, Af Dreſden and of Hubertſbourg. 
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The balance of Germany would have been 
in great danger of being entirely overturned, 

in the war which broke out unexpectedly in 
Rt if the Pruſſian monarehy had been an- 
nihilated by its enemies. But happily our 
great King ſuſtained this war, for the ſpace of 
ſeven years, againſt the principal powers of 
Europe, in ſuch a manner as is without ex. 
ample in hiſtory ; and the balance of Europe 
was re-eſtabliſhed, by the peace that I had 
the honour to conclude at Hubertſbourg in 
i763, on the principles of a juſt, ſolid, and 
honourable peace, as had been before agree 
oh. 


ES, The Poles having given occaſion by a ci 


war to three neighbouring powers, to make © 

good certain claims which they had up = 
ſome provinces of Poland, the partition d 1 
thaſe provinces was made in 1772, accord: b 

ing to the principles of a balance of power, tl 
of which the three potentates were to agrt 1 

among themſelves. 

The war which broke out in 1776, be 

tween Great-Britain and the colonies « 
North America, gave occaſion to the cou 2 


ef France to declare for thoſe colonies, an 


( 8 3 
to afford them aſſiſtance; chiefly with a view 
of preventing the Engliſh nation from ſub- 
jugating the colonies, that they might not 
obtain by the dominion of the ſea too great 
a balance in maritime commerce. This ſyſ- 
tem fortunately prevailed by the peace con- 
cluded at Verſailles, and by the independence 
that the American colonies thereby obtained. 
No obſerver of modern politics can be in- 
ſenſible, that there exiſts at preſent, or at 
Jeaſt that there is an endeavour to eſtabliſh 
and to preſerve, the balance of maritime 
power; which reſults from the rivalſhip 
between France and England, and which ap- 
peared to be even from the time that the 


republic of Holland ranged itſelf on the fide 


of France, The ſyſtem of armed maritune 
neutrality may contribute to this, when it 


' ſhall be generally acknowledged and eſta- 


bliſhed. The King has the merit of being 
the firſt author and ſupporter of the marie 
time neutrality, having maintained it againſt 
England, in the war which was concluded 
by the peace of a ö 


The electoral houſe of Bavaria becoming 
extinct in 1778, the balance of power in 


Germany appeared to be in danger by the 
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prefenſions that the court of Vienna made 


to the Lower Bavaria. The King oppoſed 
theſe claims; not only in order to maintain, 


as a member of the empire, the right of the 


Palatine houſe to the ſucceſſion of all Bava- 
ria, but alſo to defend the balance of power 
in Germany. A war enſued, which was 
happily terminated by the peace concluded 
in 1779, at Teſchen, in which the balance 
of Germany was re- eſtabliſned, by preſerv- 


ing to the Palatine houſe the ſucceſſion of 
the greateſt part of Bavaria, under the gua- 


ranty of two great courts. 


New apprehenſions were entertained re- 
ſpecting the balance of power in Germany, 
when a project was formed of exchanging 
Bavaria for the Low Countries, at the com- 
mencement of the year 1785. The King, 
together with the Duke of Deux-Ponts, in- 
ſiſted upon the treaties of Teſchen, and of 
Pavia, as well as on the balance of Germany, 
as irrefragable arguments againſt any aliena— 
tion of Bavaria, The Imperial court de- 


cl.red, by public memorials, that it would 


never think of any exchange of Bavaria by 
force; and by that meins it renewed the 
confidence which had always been had in 

its 
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its juſtice and generoſity. The principal 
members of the Palatine houſe declared on 


| their fide, that they would never conſent to 


a voluntary exchange of Bavaria. By this 


concurrence of ſingular circumſtances, and 


of public and- correſpondent declarations, 
without any formal treaty, a new engage- 
ment took place, ſolemnly contracted in the 
face of Europe, by the principal intereſted 
parties, which eſtabliſhes for a long time 
the ſecurity and the balance of Germany. 


Nevertheleſs, thoſe alarms and apprehen- 


ſions, which the mention only of ſuch an 
idea could not fail to excite, gave riſe to 
that Conſtitutional Aſociation, which was 
concluded at Berlin, on the 23d of July, in 
the preceding year, between the electors of 
Saxony, Brandenburgh, and Brunſwick; and 
which, in renewing the antient connections 
of thoſe illuſtrious contracting houſes, is 
only defenſive, and has no other end but the 
preſervation of the conſtitutional ſyſtem of 
the German empire, and the poſſeſſions and 


the rights of all its members. The King 


having made this aſſociation known, by pub- 
lic declarations addreſſed to the courts of 
Europe and of the empire, it has been ap- 
plauded by moſt of the foreign courts; and 

many 


| 
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many of the moſt conſiderable princes of 
Germany have been forward to join in it. 
We have the ſatisfaction to reckon in this 
number the firſt elector and great chancellor 
of the empire, as much diſtinguiſhed by 
His learning as by his patriotiſm ; and ano- 
ther reſpectable prince, who by honouring 
our capital, and even this day our Academy 
by his preſence, makes known to us a ſove- 
reign, who by the principles of his govern- 
ment, and by his civil and political conduct, 
has already ſhewn that he truly inherits the 
blood of the illuſtrious houſes of Saxony, 
of the Guelphs, and of Zollern, from which 
he is deſcended ; and that he is the worthy 
ſucceſſor of the great anceſtors of a John 
Conſtance, and of a John Frederick, who 
was as magnanimous as unfortunate ; and 
that, when occaſion offers, he will not be 
wanting to ſupport the name of the great 
Bernard de Weimar, Another ſubject of 
ſatisfaction, which muſt give great pleaſure, 
and tend to remove doubts and apprehenſions 
from all Germany, is to ſee that this aſſoci- 
ation hath united: for the ſame end the moſt 
illuſtrious and moſt-antient houſes of Europe 
and of Germany, thoſe of Brandenburgh, of 
Saxe, of Brunſwick, of Bavaria, of Heſſe, 
and 
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and others; and that it revives the memory 
of thoſe antient confraternities, which for- 
merly united the princes of Germany, by 
particular ties and perſonal interviews. A 
union ſo rare, and ſo little conſonant to the 
taſte of the preſent age, can only be the ef- 
fect of that abſolute and perſonal confidence, 
which our great King, and his reſpectable 
preſumptive ſucceſſor, have inſpired in all 
thoſe illuſtrious princes, by the juſtice, the 
nobleneſs, the diſintereſtedneſs, the certainty, 
and the ſolidity of their principles, and of 
their political ſyſtem, maintained on ſo many 
critical occaſions We may even have ſome 


ground to flatter ourſelves, that this aſſocia- 


tion, which was miſunderſtood and ſuſpected 
at its commencement, may in time become 
a new baſis of the happineſs and of the ſecu- 
rity of Germany; and that it may ſerve to 
ſtrengthen thoſe antient ties, which have 
been relaxed by the length of time, to re- 
eſtabliſh concord, and patriotic confidence, 


between the great and auguſt head of the 


empire, and its members ; and to revive the 
idea of the antient balance of power, which 


is abſolutely neceſſary in a confederated mo- 


narchy, like that of the German empire; 
and without which, the laws and compacts 
of 
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of that empire cannot long preſerve their 
force, but muſt ſooner or later be deſtroyed, 
The. paſt year then will be ever memorable 
in the annals of Europe, of Germany, and 
of Pruſſia; and though to us Pruſſians it 
muſt afford a more pure joy, yet, in all the 
nations of Europe, thoſe, who are capable of 
ſentiment, muſt acknowledge with us, that the 
King hath rendered the moſt eſſential ſervice 
to humanity, to all Europe, and eſpecially to 
our country of Germany, by eſtabliſhing its 
general repoſe, its balance, and its ſecurity, and 
by diſſipating its alarms, errors, and miſun- 
derſtandings, without war, and without the 
effuſion of blood, only by the pacific arms 
of repreſentation and of explanation, by fore- 
fight, wiſdom, and firmneſs; and by the 

completion of a great work, which will im- 


mortalize his name more than his numerous 
victories, which will render it precious to 


poſterity, and which will ſecure to him a 
crown of civic and unperiſhable laurels. It 
will alſo reflect additional glory on him if 
it be conſidered, that this great work was 
firſt conceived, promoted, and completed 
by the. King himſelf ; that he undertook 
the dangerous part which was the reſult 
of it, in the ſeventy-fourth year of his age, 
and when his health was impaired by a 
reign 
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reign ſo long and active as his has been; 
that in the ſame year he took a part not leſs 


active in the other general affairs of Europe, 


and eſpecially in the very intricate affairs of 
Holland, adopting every poſſible meaſure for 
re- eſtabliſning union, confidence, and inter- 
nal peace in that neighbouring and friendly 
republic; that he engaged in a tranſaction 
with the cityof Dantzick which was more than 
generous, and behaved with his uſual firmneſs 
and moderation in the conteſts reſpecting that 
unquiet city; that he alſo ended a new diſpute 
concerning limits with the republic of Po- 


land, in a manner that was ſatisfactory to all 


parties. In the midſt of all theſe great occu- 
pations, he did not omit, in the months of 
May, June, and Auguſt, the ordinary reviews 
of his army, and his military and ceconomi- 
cal journies into the greater part of his pro- 
vinces; and taking occaſion to exhibit the 
moſt brilliant ſpectacles, the moſt agreeable 
and inſtructive to the firſt military nobility 
of the different nations of Europe, who came 
in great numbers to be preſent at them, and 
in which we ſaw together the moſt illuſtrious 
warriors, who have fought of late years on 
the one ſide and on the other, upon the con- 
tinent and in the ſeas of America. 


Theſe 


Theſe fine military ſcenes, and thoſe im- 


portant political occupations, of which I 
have made mention, did not interrupt for a 
moment that daily attention, which the King 
never failed to give during the laſt year, as 
well as in preceding years, to the internal 
adminiftration of his kingdom, to the mili- 


tary department, the department of finances, 
af the police, and of juſtice. It would be 
improper on the preſent occaſion to give a 


particular account, though I could give one 


that would be very intereſting, but a general 


idea may be formed of the ſums that the 
King has expended extraordinary, and diſ- 
burſed gratis, during the courſe of the pre- 
| ceding year, for the good of the ſtate, and 
of his ſubjects, by a table, which I ſhall add 
at the cloſe of this diſcourſe, as I have done 
in thoſe of the preceding years. It will be 
ſeen by this table, that the King has conti- 
nued to erect at his own expence a great 
number of public and private buildings at 
Berlin and Potſdam, to rebuild towns that 
had been conſumed by fire, to build new 
churches and repair old ones, and alſo to 
build a great number of habitations for day- 


labourers in the country; that he has con- 


tinued to expend great ſums in the conſtruc- 
tion 
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tion of fortreſſes and of barracks; to eſtabliſh 
new manufactures, and to ſupport the old; 
to give conſiderable ſums to gentlemen, and 
other poſſeſſors of lands, for the advancement 


of agriculture, and the improvement of their 


eſtates; to clear lands and dry up marſhes; 
and eſpecially that he has made the greateſt 
efforts, and has expended more than a mil- 
lion of crowns, for repairing the damages and 
misfortunes occaſioned by extraordinary in- 
undations in the ſpring, in cauſing the banks 
that were broken down to be reſtored with- 
out loſs of time, and in furniſhing gratis to 
the unfortunate inhabitants ſeeds for ſowing, 
corn for their ſuſtenance, and ſupplying their 
other wants. It will be feen by this account, 
that the King has thus expended, during the 


courſe of the year 1785, in extraordinary 


benefactions and gratuities, in his dominions, 


and for his ſubjects, very large ſums, which 


amount to 2,901,000 crowns, and. which 
would even exceed three millions, if Thad 
time to collect many articles, which do 


exiſt, but which are not yet to me ſufficient- 


ly known. 


The Academy will recollect, from the 
reading of my former diſcourſes, that the 
King 


. — 
* 33 


| [ 96 } 

King hath expended from the peace of Hu- 
bertſbourg, which is twenty-two years ſince, 
every year nearly two millions of crowns, 
in gratuities and extraordinary benefactions 
within his dominions; ſo that the ſum total 
from that time amounts to more than forty 
millions of crowns. 1 {hall not repeat here 
| thoſe reflexions, and inſtructive inferences, 
which I have drawn from this political phæ- 
nomenon in my former diſcourſes, eſpecially 
in that of the year 1784, in order to ſhew, 
that a power, which after having ſuſtained 
four bloody and deſtructive wars, of which 
that of ſeven years was longer than the Punic 
war, can continue to maintain, without any 
foreign ſubſidy, and only with its own re- 
ſources, an army of 200,000 ſoldiers, and 
fifteen great fortreſſes; which, inſtead of 
having any debt, has rather a conſiderable 
treaſure; which pays exactly its civil and 
militaryeſtabliſhments; which does not grind 
its ſubjects, contenting itſelf with the an- 
tient taxes and contributions, but without 
knowing any arrears, can make them every 
year a donation of two millions of crowns, 
drawn from the ſurplus of the revenues of 
the ſtete; ſuch a power, I ſay, can never be 
ſhort-lived, nor in a precarious ſtate, but 


ſhould 
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ſhould rather be conſidered as eſtabliſhed on 
the molt ſolid baſis, and which enſures to it 
the moſt permanent duration. Foreigners 
will not eaſily confider ſuch a power as the 
Pruſſian monarchy as poſſible, if they know 
it only at a diſtance, and only judge of it 
from the maps, and from its moderate ex- 
tent; or from the ſandy foil of the environs 
of the capital, and with an attention to the 
common prej udices againſta new- formed ſtate. 
But I believe that I ſhall be able to convince 
them of the truth and poſſibility of all that I 
have advanced, by making here a concentrated 
application of thoſe general principles that I 
have laid down at the beginning of this diſ- 
courſe, in order to prove, that a ſtate and its 
power are durable, when it has a numerous 
population, proportioned to its territory, 
good agriculture, great national induſtry, 
and a balance of commerce favourable and 
certain, I flatter myſelf with being able 
to appropriate all theſe particulars to the 
Pruſſian monarchy ; and I ſhall proceed 
to verify this aſſertion by a ſummary of 
proofs and of facts, well known, or eaſy to 


be eſtabliſhed, 
H . 
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I. I have proved in the diſcourſe, that ! 
read here this day twelvemonth, that the 
Pruffian monarchy has a population of fix 
millions of people, upon a territory of 3600 
ſquare miles, which makes 1667 perſons to 
every ſquare mile. This is a population 


ſufficiently large for a country of moderate 


fertility ; it is not ſurpaſſed but by that of 
France, of Holland, of England, and of th 
Auſtrian monarchy ; and it ſurpaſſes in ef- 
fect that of all the other great European na- 
tions; and ſome of the Pruſſian provinces, 
as thoſe of Halberſtadt, Minden, &c. exceed 
the population of France, compared upon 
the whole. The population of the Pruſſian 
monarchy alſo increaſes every year, in a 


greater degree than that of all other known 


countries, particularly France, as I have 
proved in my diſcourſe of the preceding year, 


p. 39. I have alfo demonſtrated, that the 


Pruſſian population has been nearly trebled 
during the forty-five years of the reign of 
his preſent Majeſty, The whole monarchy 


had 


Births. Burials, Surplus of Births. 
In 1784, 211,113 152,040 50, 162 
In 1785, 210,037 157,606 83, 126 


The 
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The ſurplus of the births for the year 
1785 was inferior to that of the year 1784, 
becauſe, on account of the ſeaſon, there was 


a greater number of diſeaſes, and a greater 


mortality; but the ſurplus of the births is 
ſtill ſufficiently large, to prove that there is 
regular increaſe of population, and always 
ſuperior to that of other countries, As the 
.,ufſian monarchy contains a ſufficient quan- 
tity of ground for the population to be ſtill 
greatly increaſed, we may flatter ourſelves, 
that it will ſtill continue to increaſe, in the 
ſme proportion, in the preſent reign, and 
in future; according to the ſame principles, 
which have been ſo happily adhered to hi- 
therto, and which I have particularly pointed 
out in my former diſcourſe. 


[T, It is true, that the ſoil of a great part 
of the Marches, of Pomerania, of Welt 
Pruſſia, and even of Silefia, is ſandy, and 
not very fertile; but even theſe provinces 
have other diſtricts very fertile, and which 
are nearly half of their extent; and thoſe 
which are leſs ſo, nevertheleſs, maintain 
their inhabitants, and are ſufficiently well 
cultivated. All our provinces produce corn 
enough for their own ſuſtenance ; and ſome 
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The Pruſſian agriculture, taking it in gene- 


for the preſent inhabitants, but alſo for ex- 
portation, ſince that from the year 1740, 
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of them, as thoſe of Magdebourg, Halber. 
ſtadt, Pruſſia, and the Old March, have even 


a ſufficient overplus for foreign exportation. 


ral, muſt be good, and ſufficient not only 


we have not had any want of corn, nor had 


occaſion to purchaſe any from abroad, even 


in the diſtreſsful year of 1772, when a ge. 
neral famine made ſo many ravages in the 
moſt fertile countries, ſuch as Saxony and 


the Palatinate, and when the Pruſſian do- 


minions were able to ſupply the wants of 
their neighbours. In years of ordinary fer- 
tility the whole Pruſſian monarchy can ex- 
port corn to the amount of two millions of 
crowns; and in barren years the King can 
always ſupply, and always. ſupply without 
difficulty, the wants of his ſubjects, by 
opening his great military magazines, and 
either giving them neceſſary corn for the 
preſent, or furniſhing them with it at a mo- 
derate price. Beſides, the Pruſſian monarchy 
can never want corn, becauſe it has behind 
it the fertile countries of Poland, of Bohe- 
mia, and of Saxony; which can,export no- 
thing by ſea but * the Pruſſian domi- 


nions, 


or 


nions, where they find, by means of the 
navigation of the Elbe, the Oder, and the 
Viſtula, an eaſy and lucrative exportation. 
Agriculture is alſo promoted in the Pruſſian 


both on the part of the inhabitants and of 
the ſovereign, that it increaſes from year to 
year, ſo that it can never be deficient in the 
pruſſian monarchy, but will be always ſuf- 
Wicient to its inhabitants, and will even ge- 
rally be the object of a conſiderable com- 
merce, The cities of Konigſberg, Memel, 
Elbing, Dantzick, and Stetten, export in a 
common year more than a million of buſhels 
of all kinds of grain. 


HI. As national induſtry forms the ſecond 
bals of the felicity and power of a ſtate, I 
[hall endeavour to prove here, in a ſummary 
manner, that the Pruſſian monarchy poſſeſſes 
it in an eminent degree; and, perhaps, im- 
mediately after France, England, and Hol- 
land; thoſe powers which, for two centuries, 


tion; of which the Pruſſians have had no 
art, but ſince the cloſe of the laſt century, 
and the beginning of the preſent, This is 


ominions, with ſo much induſtry and zeal, 


have had the almoſt excluſive monopoly of 
anufactures, of commerce, and of naviga- 
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others. The greater part are in a ſtate d 


and ſupport, which the Pruſſian government 
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not the place to make an exact and genen 
table of the Pruſſian manufactures: I ſhall, 
therefore, confine myſelf to giving a gener 
idea, and ſome particular examples, We 
have almoſt all the trades and manufacture 
that can be conceived, as well for things of 
abſolute neceſſity, as for the conveniencis 
and luxuries of life, Some of them hate 
attained to a great degree of perfection, a 
thoſe of 'woollen cloth, linen, porcelain, and 


mediocrity, and may be brought by degree 
to perfection, if there is continued to bt 
given to them the ſame attention, aſliſtance, 


has hitherto moſt liberally beſtowed ; and 
eſpecially when to theſe are added the mo- 
tives and inducements of emulation, which 
are abſolutely neceſſary for bringing manu- 


factures and works of art to perfection. Out 


manufactures excluſively ſupply all the Prul- 
ſian dominions ; and, with a very favourable 


_ rivalſhip, eſpecially for cloths, linens, and 


woollens, Poland, Ruflia, Germany, Italy, 
and eſpecially Spain and America, In ordet 
to afford a more ſtrong and clear conviction, 
I ſhall here add a compendious table of the 
principal trades and manufactures, which 
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exiſt in the Pruſſian monarchy, of their 
produce, and of the number of traders and 
manufacturers who are employed in them. 

The Pruſſian dominions had in the courſe 


of the year 1785, 


Produce of the 
Manufac- Manufactures in 
turers. Rix-Dollars. 
In linens - <= $1,000 80,000 q, ooo, ooo 


In cloths and woollens 18,000 | & 58, ooo 8, ooo, ooo 
In ſil xk 4,200 (3 6, ooo 43,000,000 
In cotton 23,600 7, oco 1, 200, ooo 
In leather += © = - 4,000 24,0C0,000 
In iron, ſteel, copper, cc. 3,00 24,000,000 
In tobacco, of which 140,000 

quintals are of the growth of & 2,000 1,000,000 

the count — 


Sugar - 1,000 24,000,000 
Porcelain and earthen- ware 700 200, ooo 
N A 2 = 800 200,000 
Tallow and ſoap + - - 300 400,000 


Glaſs, looking-glaſles - = — 200,000 
ManufaCturers in gold, "my 


; I,000 00,000 
lace, embroidery, &c, + : * 


Sileſia madd er —ĩ— 300,000 
J A LN 600 300,000 
Yellow amber - - 600 50,000* 


— — * 


165,000 230,250,000 


L 


* There is nothing exaggerated in this table, which has been made 
rom the moſt exact reſearches, as I could make appear. It might 
even be increaſed in ſome articles, becauſe traders and manufacturers 
are more ready to announce a diminution, than ai: augmentation of 
their trade. I have ſlated, in my diſcourſe of laſt year, our manu- 
fadtures only at ſixteen millions; but I had not then a table ſo gene- 


ral and exact as the preſent, . 
H4. I have 
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I have here brought into account only 

our principal manufactures; I have omitted 
a number of ſmaller manufactures, which 
yet are an object of many millions *. Ac. 
cording to the general table of manufactures, 
which has been made for all the Pruſſian 
dominions during the. courſe of the paſt 
year, the general product amounts to thirty 
millions of crowns, of which there are eleven 
millions for Sileſia, and nine millions for 
the electorate of Brandenburgh, merely be- 
cauſe the principal ſeat of our manufacture; 
is in the capital, and in the other towns/of 
that country. Sileſia has the greateſt part 
of our linen manufactures, which have 
amounted for the laſt year to about ſeven 
millions of crowns, and of which the city 
of Hirſchberg, which is but of a moderate 
ſize, has alone exported to the amount of 
2,400,000 crowns. The exportation abroad 
of all our manufactures has, been fourteen 
millions: the other manufactures, to the 
amount of ſixteen millions, remain in the 
country. In this calculation of thirty mil- 
lions is not included either corn, or timber, 
* Such are the manufactories of bleaching wax, ſtarch, 


alum, vinegar, tobacco-pipes, watches, arms, tapeſtry, or- 
namental feathers, gloves, printing, coaches, pot-aſh, &c. 


Or 
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or falt, or hemp; nor the manufactures 


which are particularly made in Pomerania, 


and in Pruſſia, for navigation, the conſtruc- 
tion of veſſels, and other confiderable arti- 
cles. Neither have I brought into the ac- 
count all thoſe productions of the mineral 
kingdom, which, according to an accurate 
table, equally perſpicuous and curious, which 


our able and worthy head of the department 


of mines has cauſed to be printed, may be eſti= 
mated to produce many millions, without our 
having any mine either of gold or of filver. 
As we export every year corn to the amount 
of at leaſt a million; timber to the amount of 
a million, eſpecially timber for ſhip-building, 
that of the Pruſſian dominions between the 
Weſer and the Viſtula being eſteemed the 
beſt in all Europe; as we alſo gain much 
by a very conſiderable tranſportation of fo- 
reign merchandize, in the navigation of the 


Baltick and the North Sea, by the building 


of veſſels in Pruſſia and in Pomerania, by 
the herring-fiſhery eſtabliſhed at Embden, 
and by the conſiderable coaſting trade that 
the navigators from thence carry on in all 
the ports of Europe, from the Baltick to 
the Streights of Gibraltar; as the inhabi- 
tants of our maritime provinces Pruſſia, Po- 

merania, 
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merania, and Eaſt Friezland, the inhabitants 
of the cities of Stettin, Colberg, Stolpe, 
Elbing, Konigſberg, Memel, and Embden, 
carry on a very briſk and conſiderable com- 
merce, and a great navigation; ſo that every 
year 1 300 Pruſſian veſſels paſs through the 
Sound; and as we rank in the fifth claſs 
among thoſe nations who navigate the Bal. 


tick; it may be ſuppoſed, without exagge- 


ration, and it would not be difficult to prove, 
in a proper time and place, that the whole 
capital of natural and artificial productions, 
or the produce of the labour of the Pruſſian 
monarchy, amounts yearly to forty millions 
of crowns; and that the half, or twenty 
millions, is exported into foreign countries, 


It is alſo important to obſerve, that the 


Pruſſian dominions produce the greateſt part 
of the materials, which we have occaſion 
for in our manufactures, as flax, wool, lea- 
ther, filk, iron, copper, tobacco, madder, 
amber, wood, and corn; and we alſo derive 


a large quantity, and from a good market, 


from the neighbouring country of Poland. 
We- have no need to purchaſe any thing 
from foreign nations, but wine, coffee, raw 
fugar, ſpices, oil, fine wool, cotton, ſome. 
kinds of filk, and other objects of Tuxury ; 

of 


* — 
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of which the total amount is much inferior 


to our exportation of twenty millions; fo 
that our exportation greatly exceeds our 


importation. 


I may yet add ſomething farther reſpect- 
ing navigation ; that the traders of the city 
of Embden acquired a very extenſive coaſt- 
ing trade during the laſt maritime war, and 
that from that time they have ſent out many 
veſſels, laden in part with Pruſſian manu- 
factures, to Aſia, to Batavia, Bengal, China, 
and alfo to North America, They have 
found the trade of* Aſia very profitable, but 
that of America leſs ſo. I fay nothing here 
of the marine of Brandenburgh, nor of the 
Guinea company, which the great eleQor 
Frederick-William eſtabliſhed at Embden : 
of which an hiſtory ſufficiently intereſting 
may be found in my ſecond diſcourſe ad- 
dreſſed to this academy. I ſhall alſo paſs 
over in filence the pains that the King has 
taken to ettabliſh at Embden a China com- 
pany, and another for Bengal ; which have 
both failed by the miſconduct of the un- 
dertakers : but every intelligent obſerver 
will eafily believe, that the port of Embden 
may be rendered one of the beſt in Europe; 


and 
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and that by its ſituation in the middle of the 
continent, between the Baltic, German, 


and Atlantic ſeas, it may become a general 
emporium of navigation and commerce, be- 


tween the countries of the north and ſouth ; 
but theſe are remote ſpeculations, which the 
_ deſtiny of the Pruſſian monarchy has re- 
ſerved to future times, to the attention, 
ability, and induſtry, | of future ſovereions 


and inhabitants of Pruflia, I ſhall rather 


finiſh by inſerting here another, obſervation, 
more important to every good Pruſſian citi- 


zen, and the juſtneſs of which will ſtrike 


and convince an attentive citizen of the 
world. The Pruſſian monarchy is one of 
the countries of Europe, or at leaſt of the 
North, which is the moſt advantageouſly 
ſituated for commerce and navigation. It 
has a maritime coaſt of eighty German miles, 
in Pomerania and in Pruſſia, along the Bal- 
tic ſea, The Sovereign of Pruſſia is maſter 
of three great rivers which empty them- 
ſelves' into the Baltic, namely, the Oder, 
the Viſtula, the Pregel, and alſo the Memel, 
beſides a great number of other ſmall navi- 
gable rivers or ſtreams. He poſſoſſes along 
this maritime coaſt the ports of Stettin, 
en Da antzick, Pillau, and Memel; 
which 


ar 
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which are all, or which may eaſily be ren- 
dered, very fit either for trading veſſels or 
ſhips of war; beſides a number of other 
ſmall ports, as thoſe of Camin, Treptow, 
Rügenwalde, and Stolpe. The great river 
Oder traverſes along the principal Pruſſian 
provinces, Pomerania, the March, and Si- 
leſia, in an extent of eighty German miles 
from the Baltic to Moravia, This great 
river is united to the Havel and the Spree; 
and, by good canals, to the Elbe; and on 
the other ſide to the Viſtula, by the Warthe, 
the Netz, the Braa, and the canal of the 
Netz. By theſe means the greater part of 
the Pruſſian dominions, ſituated between 
the Elbe and the Viſtula, is ſo united for 
navigation, that the inhabitants can export 
by the Oder, by the Viſtula, by the Pregel, 
and by the Memel, into the Baltic, not only 
all the productions of the Pruſſian domi- 
nions, but alſo thoſe of Poland and Lithua- 
nia, which, perhaps, amount to ten or twelve 
millions of crowns yearly. They can in like 
manner export by the Elbe, and by the ci- 
ties of Magdeburgh and Hamburgh, the 
principal productions of Saxony and Bohe- 
mia. Theſe countries, which in themſelves 
are very fertile, can carry on no maritime 
by commerce, 


„ 
commerce, nor any foreign exportation, but 
through the Pruffian monarchy. They may, 
however, do it very beneficially for them- 
ſelves and for Pruſſia; and the Sovereign of 
Pruſſia may derive great advantage from this 
ſituation, by appropriating to his dominions 
the principal branches of the commerce of 


the North, by favouring that of his neigh- 


bours, and eſpecially the commerce of Po- 
land, by which he has the moſt to gain, 
becauſe it conſiſts chiefly of cattle, and in 
articles of general neceſſity, ſuch as corn, 
timber, and coarſe linens, which the nations 
of the South cannot do without. LI ſhall 
ſay nothing here of the great rivers, the 
Weſer, the Rhine, and the Ems, which the 
King poſſeſſes only in part, from which he 
| derives a great advantage to his revenues, 
but which do not belong to the body of the 
Pruſſian monarchy, becauſe they paſs through 
countries which are detached from that body, 
and have no immediate influence upon the 
great Pruſſian commerce, except by the com- 
munication that the river Ems, and the port 

of Embden, may maintain with the Baltic. 
IV. I believe, that what I have advanced, 
has been ſufficient to prove, not only that 
| the 
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the Pruſſian monarchy has already a good 
zoriculture, a great national induſtry, an ad- 
yantageous inland and foreign commerce, 
and an extenſive navigation; but that it may 
yet carry all theſe objects much farther, and 
to a greater degree of perfection. Thoſe 
that will give themſelves the trouble to re- 
capitular and examine the tables, the cal- 
culations, and the ſtatements that J have 
given, will eaſily - comprehend, that the 
pruſſian monarchy muſt have a balance of 


becauſe that all its natural and artificial pro- 
ductions, as well as its exportation, are al- 
moſt all articles of neceſſity, and ſuch as the 
nations of the South cannot do without, 
ſuch as corn, timber, linens, and woollens. 
It is not neceſſary, and it would not be eaſy, 


balance of the Pruſſian commerce; but it 
may be eaſily concluded, that it muſt be 


very advantageous, and decidedly ſo, when 


it is conſidered, that the King has main- 
tained four long and expenſive wars, which 
had almoſt overwhelmed his country ; that 
he has re-eſtabliſhed it in a more flouriſhing 
ſtate than before theſe wars ; that he has 


twice accumulated the moſt conſiderable 
8 treaſure 


commerce not only favourable, but certain, 


to determine exactly the nett produce of the 
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treaſure that ever any prince poſſeſſed, with. 
out the coinage and its circulation having 
diminiſhed in the country, but money having 
rather become plentiful; ſince the, rate of 
intereſt has fallen from ſix and five to four 
per cent. and the value of land has been ex- 
ceedingly advanced. 


If then it be true, if it has been proved 
by the preceding obſervations, - that the 
Pruſſian monarchy has a population ſuffi- 
ciently large proportioned to its territory; 
that it has a good agriculture, and great in- 
duſtry ; that it has a balance of commerce 
favourable and certain y if it is inhabited by 
a nation induſtrious and warlike, who diſ- 
tinguiſh themſelves by a great national cha- 
racter, and among whom we ſee only mode- 
rate fortunes, but better diſtributed for the 


5 benefit of the ſtate than in moſt other king- 
doms; if it is defended by a great national 


army, trained and diſciplined in a very ſu- 
perior manner, and which has the reputation 


of being the firſt in Europe; if it is go- 


verned by a philoſophic King, who for 
forty-ſix years paſt has been a model for ſo- 
vereigns ; if it entertains the ſame hopes on 


the part of the ſucceſſor to the throne; this 


tnoharchy 
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many, which fixes at the ſame time that of 
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monarchy may 1 without vanity, ſkins 
in the firſt claſs, and may take a decided 
part in the preſervation of the balance of 
Germany; and of Europe, It ought to act, 
on every occaſion, according to the rules and 
the principles of a great, wiſe, juſt, and ge- 
nerous policy, which is always preferable to 
the ſeducing attractions of an ambitious and 
intereſted policy, that is ever in the end falſe 
and deceitful. It may act in a beneficial and 
decifive manner, from the great advantages 
of its population, of its commerce, of its 
government civil and military, and eſpe- 
cially by its local ſituation between the three 
great continental powers of Europe, at the 
extremities of the great Germanic empire, 
which by its ſituation, and by the eonfede- 
rated form of its government, is truly cre- 
ated and placed, by nature and by provi- 
dence, in the center of Europe, in order to 
ſeparate great rival nations, to hinder thoſe 


conteſts which might ariſe from their claſh- 


ing intereſts, and to prevent the overthrow 


of the general balance of Europe. No in- 
telligent and impartial obſerver can doubt, 


after all that I have ad yanced, but that there 
exiſts a particular balance of power in Ger- 


| RATES Þ 


* South and of the North; aii a mid. 


dling ſtate, but which poſſeſſes the advan. ere 
tages of government and of ſituation, is more I an 
intereſted, and better adapted to preſerve the ¶ re 
general and neceſſary balance of power in 1 
Europe, than thoſe great ſtates, who have 1 
commonly more pretenſions, and more con- fir 
fidence in their own ſtrength, than is agree. ſo 
able either to their own true interefts, or to pe 
thoſe of other nations. I believe, that from ¶ he 
the whole of what I have advanced, and from arc 
the inferences that I have drawn, which IM to 
have not proceeded from flattery, but from MW ne 
the manifeſt views of a pure patriotiſm, WW la 
every Pruſſian monarch will have a prefer- th 
able claim to the ſuffrage and the confidence Ml wi 
of all the powers of Europe, nd dt 39" the Il an 
princes of Germany; particularly becauſe it I all 


is his intereſt to be Juſt, and the defender of 
the balance of power, and of general liberty; 
and that it would be againſt his intereſt, and 
2 contrary to prudence, to act otherwiſe. If 
ever a prince merited this general confidence, 
| as well as the love of his ſubjects, and the 
. Do . approbation of all nations, it is our great 
King, by his conduct civil, military, and 


political, during a glorious reign of forty- 
j | 2 years. His life, of which: we celebrate 
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i. to-day the 75th anniverſary, has been more 
remarkable than that of any other ſovereign; 
and eſpecially by the generous and diſinte- 
reſted part which he has acted ſince the year 
1778, a part which may be conſidered as 
unique in its kind, and ſuch as hardly any thing 
ſimilar has hitherto been met with among 
ſovereigns. We Pruſſians cannot recom- : 
penſe him for all the benefits, which he hath 

heaped upon our country, but by the moſt 

ardent prayers, - which we ſhould never ceaſe 
to make, and that we ought this day to re- 
new, that providence would prolong to the 
lateſt poſſible term a life ſo intereſting to 
me human race, and particularly crown him 
e vith good health; that the oldeſt of kings 
e W and weroes may, as he deſerves to be, be 
t iſo the happieſt of mankind, 
4 es by 
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Of the ſums which have deen ARE By the 
Kins to the re-building and ernbalifhment 'of 

© towns, to the promotion af agriculture and 
manufactures, and in general to the improve- 
ment of his dominions, or given in preſents to 

. his Ns bs from Jac 1,1785, to june 1, 1786, 


* the Bleftoral March of BRANDENBURGH. 

| Crowns, 

1. In the city of Berlin, for building the 
houſes of individuals, fox barracks, for' 
re- building la Charité, or the great 
hoſpital, and for building a ay bridge 
at Spandau = = 8 

2. In the city of Potſdam, for new —— — 1 

burghers, and for repairs 

3. For ereQing buildings in the — 5 

5 of the King 

+ + For various improvements yy the coun- 
try, as for continuing to dry up and 
clear the great marſh called Dröm- 
mling, in the Old March, for clearing 
other lands, and for building houſes 
for day-labourers i in the country - 


5 To corn for labourers, who in Il 


2 30,000 


220,000 


19,000 


200,000 


uence of a bad barveſt, or from in- 
undations, wanted bread 8 


Carried over 703, 000 


1 


73 


9 


F 17 J 
Brought over - 703,000 
6. To the ſame for ſummer corn 21,009 


7. For procuring Spaniſh ſheep » 22,000 


8. For incfeaſing the magazines of wool 17,000 
9. For improvements relative to the "ie 4,009 
ning of wool - - = 
10. For a manufactory of woollen * 
at Zia „ 7 | 
11. 85 a plantation of n Bs > 2,000 
owawelt - = 
12. For the purchaſe of cods of — 
and eſtabliſhing a magazine of them 
13 To the poor of the German and French 
| 'Fhyrcies © at Berlin for wood. — 


5 20,000 
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In the New Marcn, 


14. For bread, for ruined farmers - » 4,800 
15. To the fame for ſummer corn 4596 
16. For re- building the town of Morin - 14,500 
17. For building houſes for individuals at | | 
Falckenbourg = _ = 5 
18. For ſeveral ſmall manufactures & | wool] 
and leather, and for fulling-mills in 
Cüſtrin, Neuwedel, F alckenbourg, \. 45021 
and Sommerfeldt, towns of the New | 
March . — ö 


— 
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The ſums intended for the improvement of lands in this 
GET have been reſerved for the following years, on 
etount of inundations, ; 
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. In POMERANIA. 


Crowns. 
19. For the improvement of lands of the 


nobility, and of coloniſts, for building | 
houſes for the propagation of ſilk- 
worms, for trefoil ſeed, lucerne, &c. 

20. For building 651 cottages, and alfo for FF ' 

F I 00,008 


Ioo, ooo 


building ſome churches and ſchool- 
houſes - - - - 
21. For repairing the port of Swienemünds 13,638 
22. For repairing the bridges of the town JS 
SOS -- = | 7432 
23- For increaſing the magazines of wool - 6,000 
24. For a manufactory of cotton ſrockings | 
„%%% - - = A ee 
25. For a manufactory of leather at Anclam 3,000 
26. For a manufactory of leather at Treptow 1, 500 


27. For a manufactory of fail-cloth at . 
anne $2000 
28. Fora manufactory of cables i in the ſame * 
77 ls 5 HS. 4,000 
29. For a manufactory of cloth for flags at} . 
5 l 3 


30. For ſummer corn- ſeed for cottagers * 
who wanted it — a 19 


— — 
266, 570 
| ; —ͤ —— 

In EAST PRUSSIA, Ty 

35. Alkftance afforded townkds building the 

Lutheran, Reformed, and Catholic WE 
churches at Koniglderg, Goldapp, wy | 
FRO? &c, — 1 © 


Carried over. „ 5,200 


32. 


33˙ 
34 


L 9 ] 
Brought over 
For building houſes of exerciſe for 4 
regiments. - ' = 
For fortifications - = = = 


For a manufactory of Morocco leather 
at Konigſbe rg 


35. For a manufactory of Engliſh earthen 


ware in the ſame city & - c 


26, For a manufactory of leather 
37. For a manufaQtory of ribbons and of bags 
38. For a cotton manufactory at Gumbinnen 


39. For a dye-houſe for wool at Darkehnen 


40. For continuing to erect the fortreſs of 


Graudenz 2 1 - 


In WEST PRUSSIA. 
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41. For improvements in the bailiwicxks 


42. 
43 


For reſtoring towns fallen into decay 
For eſtabliſhing colonies of Suablans < 


44. For repairing damages ſuffered by the 


45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 


49- 


So. 
51. 


country people from ſtorms = 0 
For a dye-houſe at Bromberg 
For a manufactory of tine cloth at Culm 
For a houſe for a clergyman at Tuchel 
For a houſe for military exercife at Elbing 


In the Provinces of WESTFHALIA, 


the province of Lingen - 
Relief afforded to the province of Minden 
For building the church of Sprockhöſel 


For rebuilding the town of Cappela = 
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oventg the tops of houſes in many 25 ; 
wound with tiles inſtead af wood + 


1 — ; . Ba 


EF. N @. i ct tures, 
. OY 
* * . 


Nr 
*% 


838 3 


75 N 
N 
* 


"Sp 2 5 | the ſpring of the year-1785,.by- the overs. 


_ = ; OE of rivers, and Ly I in ot 


a. 
- - 
5 
2 4 * Rr 1 
L 77 
| . * 
r 87 
321 * 
* 


PR 


- Sh 
5 z * 7 
* | 
” 15 
L — * * 
3 2 
WM; Ft] * 4 * 
* # 
| W” 3X1 x 
- - 
a y 4 
< * x 


* M * , 
A rs oh — ny 2 
43 £ 


1 L $4 x 

{ 4 . a J 9 

. 17 : ** 6 25 F 4 
1 . ; 7% end 


; 5 
* — 8 4 
„ 1 , 
* 7 . 2 n a * — 4 * +. N 
4 f 1 8 6 
Dres e 4 * — A. 1 e 
. * wy” : 2 2 dS * 
e „ ? - 
FFC 4 4 $6222 Y F * 
7 , r e 
E * . 
4 * * e 1 1 2 o * 6; oo 
A , 5 e 4 
3 5 52 AR 7. * 4 P — 4 WW * 
r > ure OG” 4x 8 * E 
$ 2 5 8 . ha 
bs te At? "yy 0 2 WY 7 * 
2 * we, 4. fs | N wt AAS k * 
4 4 22 N 
* . . þ* 9 1 jd * 
PS th Chas 2 4 


+ i 
LE (457 


